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February  1st,  1896. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  laying  before  you  ray  fourth 

Annual  Report. 

The  year  was  a  busy  one,  and  was  signalised  by  the  provision 
of  an  Isolation  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases,  the  adoption  by 
the  Aughton  Parochial  Committee  of  a  plan  for  sewering  that 
township,  several  extensions  of  water  mains,  and  vigorous  efforts 
to  lessen  the  diphtheria  mortality. 

Population. — The  number  of  inhabited  houses  was  4,850 
at  the  census  of  1891,  and  5,111  at  end  of  last  year.  Calculating 
on  this  basis,  and  allowing  for  the  inmates  of  Public  Institutions, 
I  estimate  the  Population  at  the  middle  of  1895  to  have  been 
about  27,000.  I  think  this  estimate  more  likely  to  be  correct 
than  one  based  on  the  assumption  that  the  Population  has 
increased  since  1891  at  the  same  rate  as  between  1881  and  1891, 
which  would  give  the  Population  as  26,676. 

Birth  Rate. — Seven  hundred  and  fort}^  Births  were 
registered,  381  of  Males  and  359  of  Females,  and  one  Female 
child  was  born  in  Ormskirk  Workhouse  whose  parents  belonged 
to  Ainsdale.  These  741  Births  are  equal  to  a  Birth  Rate  on 
the  estimated  population  of  27’44  per  1000  living,  against  27*36 
in  1894,  and  an  average  of  30  34  for  the  previous  ten  years. 
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Death  Rate. — Four  hundred  and  fifty-one  Deaths  were 
registered,  201  of  Males  and  250  of  Females.  Adding  to  these, 
in  accordance  with  the  directions  on  Table  A  of  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board,  the  deaths  in  Ormskirk  Workhouse  of  six  persons 
belonging  to  the  District,  and  subtracting  the  twenty-five  Deaths 
in  Public  Institutions  and  the  fourteen  deaths  of  strangers,  we 
have  418  as  the  corrected  number  of  Deaths  for  the  District,  185 
of  which  were  of  Males  and  233  of  Females.  This  is  equal  to  a 
Death  Rate  on  the  estimated  population  of  15*48  per  1000 
living,  against  15*84  in  1894,  and  an  average  for  the  previous 
years  of  16*2. 

The  following  were  the  strangers  whose  deaths  have  been 
subtracted : — An  unknown  man  and  a  sailor  of  Caernarvon, 
found  dead  on  the  shore  at  Ainsdale;  two  children,  of  Ormskirk, 
brought  into  Aughton  when  suffering  from  croup  with  bronchitis 
and  diphtheria  respectively ;  an  unknown  man  found  drowned  in 
the  canal  at  Downholland  ;  an  unknown  man,  a  portion  of  whose 
body  was  found  on  the  shore  at  Formby  ;  a  stranger,  found 
drowned  in  a  ditch  at  Halsall ;  a  girl,  of  Croston,  and  a  man,  of 
Preston,  whose  bodies  were  found  on  Hesketh  Marsh ;  a  person 
belonging  to  Southport,  killed  by  the  overturning  of  his  cart ; 
an  unknown  man,  found  in  the  Old  Sluice,  and  a  child,  of  Hoole, 
who  died  of  diarrhoea,  in  North  Meols ;  an  Ormskirk  man,  found 
drowned  in  Scarisbrick ;  and  a  pedlar,  found  drowned  in 
Tarleton. 

Zymotic  Rate. — Forty-one  of  our  Deaths  were  due  to  the 

Seven  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases,  equal  to  a  Zymotic  Death 

Rate  of  1*52  per  1000,  against  1*57  in  1894,  and  an  average 
for  the  last  ten  years  of  1  *32. 

Infant  Mortality. — The  number  of  deaths  under  one  year 
was  90,  equal  to  a  rate  of  123  per  1000  Births,  against  122  in 
1894,  and  an  average  for  the  last  ten  years  of  115*5. 

The  Death  Rate  from  Phthisis  Pulmonalis,  or  Consump¬ 
tion,  was  1*11  per  1000 ;  from  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia, 
and  Pleurisy,  2*66  ;  and  from  Influenza,  *44. 
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The  Birth  Rate  shows  a  trifling  increase  over  that  of  1894, 
but  is  much  below  the  average.  It  was  the  almost  continuous 
decrease  in  the  Birth  Rate  which  led  me  to  calculate  the  popu¬ 
lations  of  the  District  and  of  the  individual  Townships  upon  the 
numbers  of  inhabited  houses,  rather  than  upon  the  censuses  of 
1881  and  1891. 

The  Death  Rate  is  slightly  lower  than  in  1894,  and  is  well 
below  the  average.  The  Zymotic  Death  Rate  shows  a  trifling 
decrease,  but  is  above  the  average.  The  Consumption  and 
Respiratory  Diseases  rate  are  satisfactorily  lower,  the  latter  being 
much  below  the  average.  The  Influenza  rate  is  double  that  of 
the  previous  year,  and  is  the  highest  since  1892. 

The  Infant  Mortality  rate  is  slightly  increased,  and  is  consider¬ 
ably  above  the  average  for  the  previous  ten  years. 

The  Death  Rate  from  Old  Age  is  1*77  per  1000,  equal  to 
nearly  114  per  cent,  of  the  Total  Deaths,  and  is  much  higher 
than  usual. 
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STATISTICS  OF  THE  ORMSKIRK  RURAL  DISTRICT  FROM  1885  TO  1895. 

The  Rates  before  1891  have  been  carefully  corrected  according  to  the  Census  of  that  year.  The  Rates  differ  from  those  given  in 

previous  years,  inasmuch  as  the  Deaths  which  occurred  in  Burscough  have  been  eliminated. 
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Including  Continued  Fever,  *04. 


Table  showing  the  number  of  Infected  Houses  in  each  Township,  with  the  numbers  of  Cases  and  Deaths. 
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the  cases  which  occurred  in  Burscongh. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  table  on  page  8  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  Infectious 
Diseases  which  came  under  my  observation  during  1S95,  with  the 
number  of  houses  and  the  number  of  deaths  caused  by  each 
disease.  The  total  number  of  cases  was  447,  against  777  in 
1894,  496  in  1893,  161  in  1892,  266  in  1891,  and  1102  in  1890, 
in  which  year  the  Notification  Act  came  into  force.  There  was 
an  increase  in  the  numbers  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria, 
Diarrhoea,  Erysipelas,  and  Puerperal  Fever,  but  a  decrease  in 
those  of  Smallpox,  Typhoid  Fever,  Measles,  and  Whooping 
Cough. 

The  following  cases  were  notified  by  the  medical  attendants  : — 

Scarlet  Fever,  in  the  first  place  .  130  cases 

Scarlet  Fever,  after  previous  discovery  by  me  18  ,, 

Diphtheria  .  36  ,, 

Enteric  and  Continued  Fever  .  24  „ 

Measles  .  1  ,, 

Erysipelas  .  13  ,, 

Puerperal  Fever .  5  ,, 

Total  cases  .  227 


Mr.  Peach  reported  one  case  of  Measles.  School  Teachers 
reported  three  cases  of .  Scarlet  Fever,  73  cases  of  Measles,  and 
1 1  of  Whooping  Cough.  Mr.  Cundliff  reported  many  cases, 
including  11  cases  of  Measles,  of  which  I  had  not  previously 
heard.  Parents  notified  two  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  one  of  which 
was  subsequently  notified  by  a  medical  man.  The  Registrars  of 
Deaths  made  special  returns  of  deaths  from  infectious  diseases. 
My  own  inquiries  brought  to  light  the  following  additional 
cases  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  .  22  cases 

Diphtheria  .  2  ,, 

Measles . 71  ,, 

Whooping  Cough .  7  ,, 

102 
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SCARLET  FEVER. 

Houses  Infected,  98 ;  Cases,  176 ;  Deaths,  4. 

The  number  of  cases  was  greater  than  in  any  recent  year, 
and  13  of  the  17  townships  were  affected.  Fortunately  the 
disease  was  of  a  mild  type,  the  mortality  in  each  hundred  cases 
being  only  2*3  against  an  average  for  the  last  five  years  of  5-2. 

I  may  remark  here  that  our  Death-rate  from  Scarlet  Fever 
appears  to  be  much  the  same  as  it  was  twenty  years  ago,  though 
since  1884 — i.e.,  since  isolation  hospitals  became  more  common — 
the  mortality  in  England  and  Wales  has  decreased  from  an  aver¬ 
age  of  *591  per  1000  living  for  the  ten  years  1875  to  1884  to 
•219  for  the  ten  years  1885  to  1894.  I  hope  and  believe  that  our 
isolation  hospital  will  help  to  lessen  this  rate  with  us  in  the 
future. 

Thirty-four  of  the  cases  were  in  Aughton,  and  those  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  appeared  to  be  in  connection  with  the  out¬ 
break  of  1894.  Twelve  cases,  affecting  nine  houses,  occurred  in 
the  last  six  months  of  the  year,  and  in  several  instances  the 
disease  was  traceable  to  children  attending  school  in  Ormskirk, 
where  the  disease  was  prevalent.  Four  of  the  eight  cases  in  Bicker- 
staffe  resulted  from  an  imported  case,  which  also  appeared  to  be 
the  cause  of  the  seven  in  Simonswood.  The  Downholland  cases 
were  in  adjoining  houses  belonging  to  canal  boatmen. 

Eight  of  the  sixty-two  cases  in  Formby  occurred  in  the  first 
half-year,  6  of  the  remainder  occurred*  in  July,  3  in  August,  2 
in  September,  16  in  October,  22  in  November,  and  5  in  December. 
Twenty-nine  of  the  45  cases  in  the  last  four  months  of  the  year 
were  in  connection  with  St.  Peter’s  Church  Schools,  which  were 
closed  for  six  weeks  from  October  30th.  I  examined  about  200 
children  at  the  school  on  October  21st,  and  sent  home  one  whom 
I  found  “  peeling  ”  after  scarlet  fever. 
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An  imported  case  in  Scarisbrick  was  not  notified  by  the 
medical  attendant,  and  consequently  the  house  was  not  disinfected 
after  the  end  of  the  illness.  The  tenant  removed  and  the  child 
of  the  incoming  tenant  developed  the  disease  about  six  weeks 
later. 

One  of  the  forty-four  cases  in  Tarleton  occurred  in  June  and 
was  removed  to  the  Southport  Isolation  Hospital.  Five  of  the 
remainder  occurred  in  August,  16  in  September,  9  in  October, 
7  in  November  and  6  in  December.  Six  of  the  patients  attended 
Mere  Brow  School,  10  Sollonq  3  Tarleton,  and  24  were  under 
school  age.  I  examined  147  children  in  Sollom  and  Tarleton 
Schools  on  September  20tb,  and  sent  home  one  desquamating 
after  Scarlet  Fever. 

One  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  in  December  in  the 
adjoining  township  of  Rufford,  but  the  source  of  infection  was 
not  traceable.  This  was  the  first  case  in  the  township  since 
October  17th,  1894,  when  I  found  a  child  in  school  in  the 
“  peeling  ”  stage. 

DIPHTHERIA  AND  MEMBRANOUS  CROUP. 

Houses  Infected,  28;  Cases,  41;  Deaths,  11. 
Aughton. 

1.  — Fatal  case.  J.  G.,  If  years,  came  from  Ormskirk  on 
March  1st  on  a  visit  to  his  grand-parents.  He  was  then  suffering 
from  sore-throat  which  became  worse,  and  a  doctor  was  called  in 
on  the  6th.  This  gentleman  had  little  hope  of  his  recovery,  but 
administered  10  c.c.  of  the  diphtheria  antitoxin  serum,  and 
a  similar  dose  on  the  7th.  The  medicine  appeared  to  act  like  a 
charm  and  the  patient  apparently  made  a  rapid  recovery,  but  he 
died  suddenly  on  April  15th,  from  paralysis  of  the  heart. 

2.  — C.  C  ,  15  years.  Was  treated  with  the  diphtheria  antitoxin 
serum  and  made  a  good  recovery.  A  bacteriological  examination 
was  made,  but  the  swabs  had  dried  in  transit  and  no  diphtheria 
germs  were  found  ;  there  was,  however,  a  yellow  growth  of 
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micrococci  often  found  associated  with  the  diphtheria  bacilli.  I 
wrote  twice  to  the  medical  attendant,  who  belonged  to  Liverpool, 
asking  him  to  favour  me  with  a  short  history  of  the  case,  but 
received  no  reply.  There  was  no  history  of  exposure  to 
infection,  and  the  sanitary  surroundings  and  water  were  good. 

3.  — Fatal  case.  W.  H.  H.,  4  years,  died  on  October  15th.  A 
sister,  aged  6  years,  came  home  from  school  on  September  20th 
suffering  from  sore-throat,  but  no  doctor  attended  her.  The 
doctor  who  certified  the  cause  of  death  was  called  in  too  late  to 
be  of  service.  The  drain  to  the  cesspool  was  blocked,  but  the 
surroundings  were  clean.  The  water  supply  is  from  a  well  and 
said  to  be  good. 

4.  — M.  E.  H.,  8  years,  sister  of  the  last  patient,  began  to  be 
ill  on  October  15th.  The  case  was  a  very  bad  one,  and  the 
medical  attendant  stated  that  the  child  would  certainly  have  died 
but  for  the  antitoxin  treatment.  She  received  an  injection 
of  20  c.c.  of  this  on  the  first  day  and  fell  asleep  almost 
immediately  after,  but  awoke  in  two  hours  with  her  throat  much 
easier.  She  subsequently  received  two  injections  of  10  c.c.  each 
and  made  an  excellent  recovery.  The  diagnosis  was  confirmed 
by  bacteriological  examination. 

5.  — E.  M.  H.,  2  years,  sister  of  the  last  patient,  was  treated  at  the 
commencement  of  the  illness  with  20  c.  c.  of  the  antitoxin  serum 
and  made  an  excellent  recovery.  The  diagnosis  was  confirmed 
by  bacteriological  examination. 

6.  — E.  M.,  41  years,  was  not  known  to  have  been  exposed  to 
infection  :  she  refused  to  have  the  antitoxin  serum  injected.  No 
bacteriological  examination  was  made,  but  the  diagnosis  was 
confirmed  by  the  subsequent  paralysis  of  the  larynx.  The 
premises  were  in  a  sanitary  condition,  and  the  water  supply 
from  the  Southport  Company. 

7.  — E.  L.,  21  years,  was  said  to  have  had  three  previous 
attacks.  There  was  no  history  of  exposure  to  infection  :  the 
gully  trap  was  over  full  and  the  drain  blocked,  owing  to  the 
non-emptying  of  the  cesspool.  Southport  water. 
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8.  — A.  C.,  U  years.  The  diagnosis  was  confirmed  by  bac¬ 
teriological  examination.  The  state  of  the  premises  was  satis¬ 
factory  but  for  the  ashpit  being  uncovered  and  a  stable  drain 
discharging  into  a  road  drain.  Southport  Company’s  water. 

9.  — J.  H.,  30  years,  was  treated  with  the  antitoxin  serum  and 
made  a  good  recovery.  The  diagnosis  was  confirmed  by  subse¬ 
quent  paralysis.  The  premises  were  in  an  insanitary  condition, 
and  the  water  supply  from  a  rain-tub. 

10.  — M.  G.,  6  years,  was  not  treated  with  the  antitoxin  serum, 
but  made  a  good  recovery.  The  diagnosis  was  confirmed  by 
bacteriologic  d  examination.  The  premises  were  in  a  sanitary 
condition  and  the  water  supply  by  the  Southport  Company. 

11.  — J.  B.,  32  years,  was  taken  ill  with  sore-throat  on  Decem¬ 
ber  28th,  and  was  bad  till  January  3rd.  The  premises  were  in  a 
satisfactory  condition  and  the  water  supply  by  the  Southport 
Company. 

Bickerstaffe. 

12.  — H.  J.  R,  18  years,  was  not  known  to  have  been  exposed 
to  infection.  He  was  very  ill  on  November  16th  and  17th, 
on  which  days  he  was  treated  with  the  antitoxin  serum.  His 
temperature  was  normal  on  the  18th,  and  he  made  an  uninter¬ 
rupted  recovery.  The  diagnosis  was  confirmed  by  bacteriological 
examination.  The  premises  were  in  fair  sanitary  condition  but 
for  the  drain  discharging  into  a  ditch.  The  water  was  from  a 
well,  analysed  and  passed  some  years  ago. 

13.  — T.  IT,  21  years,  was  taken  ill  on  November  15th,  and  was 
treated  with  antitoxin  serum,  which  cut  short  the  attack.  He 
made  an  uninterrupted  recovery.  The  diagnosis  was  confirmed 
by  bacteriological  examination. 

14.  — J.  R,  31  years,  sister  of  the  last  two  patients,  was  taken 
ill  on  November  17th,  and  was  treated  on  the  same  day  with  the 
antitoxin  serum.  She  made  a  speedy  recovery.  The  diagnosis 
was  not  verified,  the  medical  attendant  thinking  the  case  too 
clear  to  necessitate  a  bacteriological  examination. 


14 


15.  — Fatal  case.  A.  Y.,  28  years.  The  diagnosis  was  con¬ 
firmed,  cultivations  from  a  piece  of  membrane  showing  nothing 
but  diphtheria  bacilli.  The  house  was  damp,  and  there  were 
slight  sanitary  defects.  The  water  was  of  doubtful  quality, 

Formby. 

One  of  the  deaths  from  diphtheria  in  1895  was  that  of  a  child 
whose  case  was  reported  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1894. 

16.  — K.  C.,  1t42  years,  began  to  be  ill  on  May  5th,  and  the 
case  was  notified  by  telegraph  on  the  7th.  Bacteriological 
examination  showed  large  quantities  of  diphtheria  bacilli.  The 
case  was  very  severe,  but  the  antitoxin  serum  acted  well,  the 
temperature,  which  was  sometimes  very  high,  falling  after  each 
injection.  It  was  while  seeing  this  patient  at  the  request  of  the 
medical  attendant  that  I  acquired  the  disease.  The  house  was 
in  good  sanitary  order  but  for  the  cesspool  overflowing  into  a 
neighbouring  field,  and  water  was  supplied  by  the  Southpoit 
Company. 

17.  — K.  E,  13  years.  Cultivations  made  from  swabbings 
from  her  throat  showed  large  numbers  of  diphtheria  bacilli,  but 
she  was  treated  by  ordinary  methods  and  made  a  good  recovery. 
The  premises  were  in  good  sanitary  condition,  and  the  water 
supplied  by  the  Southport  Company. 

18.  — J.  D.,  33  years,  came  to  Formby  suffering  from  sore- 
throat,  contracted  while  nursing  a  case  of  diphtheria.  The  case 
was  not  verified  by  bacteriological  examination. 

Hesketh. 

19.  — L.  M.,  16  years,  was  believed  to  have  contracted  the 
disease  when  clearing  out  a  foul  catchpit  on  July  19th.  He  began 
to  be  ill  and  his  throat  to  be  sore  on  the  24th.  The  diagnosis 
was  verified  bacteriologically.  The  antitoxin  serum  was  used  on 
the  28th  and  29th,  and,  in  the  words  of  the  medical  attendant, 
“acted  most  rapidly  and  completely.  All  pain  in  the  throat  dis 
appeared  on  the  day  after  the  first  injection,  and  the  temperature 
fell  two  degrees.”  The  premises  were  in  an  insanitary  state,  and 
the  water  was  carried  from  a  neighbour’s. 
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North  Meols. 

The  following:  six  cases  were  those  of  brothers  and  sisters 
living  in  the  same  house.  No  attempt  at  isolation  of  the  cases 
was  made  either  before  or  after  my  visits,  and  I  had  difficulty  in 
getting  the  occupier  to  disinfect.  The  surroundings  were  very 
insanitary,  but  the  water  supply  was  from  the  Southport  Com¬ 
pany. 

20.  — L.  D.,  8  years,  “began  to  be  ill  in  the  middle  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  1894,  but  mended  in  a  week.  He  started  playing  himself, 
and  then  got  it  again  and  had  more  sore-throat  and  fever.”  The 
case  was  notified  on  January  15th,  on  which  day  I  visited. 

21.  — Fatal  case.  E.  D.,  5  years,  began  to  be  illonNew  Year’s 
Day.  She  had  a  long  struggle  for  life,  and  died  on  January  21st 
from  secondary  abscesses. 

22.  — J.  D.,  12  years,  began  to  be  ill  on  January  6th. 

23.  — H.  D.,  3  years,  began  to  be  ill  on  January  9th. 

24.  — A.  D.,  7  years,  commenced  on  the  8th. 

These  three  were  ill  for  two  or  three  days  and  made  good  and 
fairly  speedy  recoveries. 

25.  — P.  D.,  1T4^  years,  apparently  had  the  disease  about 
January  25th,  and  made  a  good  recovery. 

There  was  no  history  of  outside  exposure  to  infection  in  the 
above  cases.  The  father  of  the  family  and  his  eldest  three  sons 
worked  at  a  distance,  though  they  returned  home  at  the  end  of 
each  week.  No  bacteriological  examination  of  the  cases  was 
made. 

26.  — M.  W.,  5  years,  died  on  February  14th  from  Membranous 
Croup,  but  the  case  was  not  notified  till  the  1  5th,  owing  to  the 
medical  attendant  not  being  aware  that  notification  of  infectious 
diseases  was  compulsory  in  the  District.  The  child  was  ill  for 
several  days  before  the  doctor  was  called  in,  and  there  was  a 
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history  of  her  sister,  A.  W.,  6  years,  having  suffered  from  sore- 
throat  a  fortnight  before  M.  W.  was  taken  ill.  The  sanitary  sur¬ 
roundings  were  excellent  and  the  water  supplied  by  the  Southport 
Company. 

Tarleton. 

27.  — Fatal  case.  E.  J.,  years,  had  a  sore-throat  on  or  about 
January  2nd.  There  was  no  history  of  exposure  to  infection, 
but  her  father  had  shortly  before  gone  to  work  at  a  house  where 
there  had  been  a  case  of  diphtheria  two  months  before.  The 
distance  between  the  two  houses  is  about  half-a-mile  in  a  direct 
line,  but  more  by  road.  The  case  was  a  typical  one,  followed  by 
paralysis  of  noth  legs,  and  the  patient  died  of  cardiac  syncope 
on  February  15th. 

28.  — Fatal  case.  E.  J.,  4  years,  sister  of  the  last,  was  notified 
on  February  5th.  This  was  a  typical  case,  and  resulted  in  death 
from  asphyxia  on  the  same  day. 

29.  — J.  J.,  12  years,  brother  of  the  last  two  patients,  had  a 
sore-throat  on  February  16th.  Bacteriological  examination 
showed  the  throat  to  be  “  teeming  with  diphtheria  bacilli.”  The 
patient  was  treated  on  the  20th  and  21st  February  with 
diphtheria  antitoxin  serum.  The  throat  appeared  to  have  begun 
to  clear  when  the  first  injection  was  given,  but  the  antitoxin 
apparently  hastened  the  process.  The  case  was  typical  through¬ 
out,  and  was  followed  by  dimness  of  sight,  squinting,  and  loss  of 
voice,  and  the  patient  made  a  tedious  recovery.  There  were  no 
drains  to  the  house,  but  the  surroundings  were  clean.  The 
water  was  plentiful,  but,  judging  from  the  situation  of  the  well, 
of  doubtful  quality. 

30.  — R.  J.,  18  years,  brother  of  the  last  three  patients,  worked 
from  January  15th  at  a  farm  about  14  miles  from  his  home,  and 
standing  on  a  peatmoss.  His  mother  stated  that  he  was  at  home 
for  a  few  minutes  on  the  days  on  which  his  sisters  were  buried, 
but  at  no  other  time.  He  himself  admitted  having  been  at  home 
on  each  Sunday  to  change  his  shirt,  which  he  did  in  the  room 
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occupied  by  the  patients.  He  stated  that  he  did  not  suffer  from 
sore-throat  at  any  time,  but  bacteriological  examination  showed 
typical  diphtheria  bacilli  in  large  numbers  to  be  present  in  his 
throat.  There  was  no  history  of  his  previously  having  had 
diphtheria.  I  did  not  suspect  this  youth  of  having  been  exposed 
to  the  disease  until  case  31  was  notified  on  the  9th  of  March. 

Rufford. 

31.  — J.  C.,  18  years,  began  to  be  ill  on  February  26th.  He 
worked  on  the  same  farm  as  the  last  youth,  and  slept  with  him. 
He  went  to  his  home,  a  mile  and  a  half  away,  on  the  27th, 
being  then  “  full  of  cold,”  suffering  from  sore-throat  and  unable 
to  work.  His  case  was  notified  on  March  11th,  and  typical 
diphtheria  bacilli  were  present  in  great  abundance  in  his  throat 
on  March  15th. 

32.  — Fatal  case.  J.  C.,  13  years,  brother  of  the  last,  slept 
with  him  after  his  return  home.  He  came  home  from  chapel  on 
March  3rd  complaining  of  sore-throat.  He  was  seen  by  his 
medical  attendant  for  the  first  time  on  March  8th,  and  the  doctor 
then  considered  the  case  to  be  hopeless.  A  dose  of  the  diphtheria 
antitoxin  serum  was  administered  at  8  p.m.  on  the  9th,  but  the 
patient  was  then  insensible  and  died  at  9  a. in.  on  the  10th  with¬ 
out  recovering  consciousness.  No  bacteriological  examination 
was  made  in  this  case. 

33.  — E.  C.,  3  years,  sister  of  the  last  two  patients,  began  to  be 
ill  on  March  12th.  The  case  was  a  typical  one,  and  an 
abundance  of  typical  diphtheria  bacilli  was  found  on  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination.  The  patient  was  treated  with  8  c.c, 
of  the  diphtheria  antitoxin  serum  on  the  13th,  and  8  c.c* 
on  the  14th,  and  made  a  speedy  and  complete  recovery. 

34.  — M.  J.  A.,  3  years,  was  taken  ill  on  February  28th,  and 
died  the  next  day.  The  cause  of  death  was  certified  as  being 
Membranous  Laryngitis,  and  I  did  not  hear  of  the  death  till 
March  13th,  when  the  Registrar  of  Deaths  communicated  with 
me.  The  house  in  which  the  case  occurred  is  within  a  few  yards 
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of  the  one  in  which  were  cases  30,  31,  and  32,  but  the  occupants 
of  the  two  houses  hold  very  little  communication  with  one 
another,  and  stated  that  M.  J.  A.  had  not  been  exposed  to 
infection.  The  Medical  Attendant,  who  did  not  consider  at  first 
that  the  case  was  one  which  should  be  notified,  informed  me  on 
the  15th  March,  that  he  had  no  doubt,  after  hearing  of  the 
other  cases,  that  this  was  also  one  of  true  diphtheria.  The 
house  was  in  good  sanitary  condition,  and  the  water  apparently 
good. 

35.— S.  R,  45  years,  was  treated  with  the  antitoxin  serum  on 
the  third  day  of  the  illness  and  made  a  rapid  and  complete 
recovery.  The  case  appeared  typical,  but  no  bacteriological 
examination  was  made.  The  premises  were  insanitary  and  the 
water  bad. 


36. — J.  W.,  12  years,  was  treated  with  the  antitoxin  serum  on 
the  fifth  day  of  his  illness  and  made  a  good  recovery.  No  diph¬ 
theria  bacilli  were  found  in  the  swabbings  taken.  The  premises 
were  in  a  sanitary  condition,  but  the  water  supply  was  from  a 
rain-water  tank. 


37.  — J.  H.,  3  years,  was  convalescent  from  scarlet  fever  when 
she  was  attacked  with  a  severe  sore  throat.  No  diphtheria  bacilli 
were  found,  but  the  throat  improved  slowly  after  two  injections 
of  the  antitoxin  had  been  given  and  local  remedies  used.  The 
medical  attendant  is  now  of  opinion  that  the  case  was  not  one  of 
diphtheria,  but  of  simple  scarlet  fever  with  persistent  throat 
symptoms.  The  premises  were  in  an  insanitary  condition  and 
water  was  carried  from  a  pit  in  a  field. 

38.  — D.  M.,  11  years,  was  taken  ill  on  November  4th,  but  the 
doctor  was  not  called  in  till  the  18th.  The  antitoxin  serum  was 
used  and  acted  very  well,  the  membranes  clearing  in  24  hours. 
Diphtheria  bacilli  were  found  on  examination.  Two  brothers 
had  previously  suffered  from  “  sore-throat  and  fever,”  but  had 
recovered  without  medical  assistance.  The  premises  were  in  a 
very  insanitary  condition  and  water  of  doubtful  quality  was 
obtained  from  a  well. 
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39.  — M.  J.  S.,  9  years,  was  treated  with  the  antitoxin  serum, 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  medical  attendant,  saved  her  life. 
No  bacteriological  examination  was  made.  The  premises  were  in 
a  dirty  condition  and  water  was  carried  from  a  neighbour’s. 

40.  — Fatal  case.  S.  M.,  2  years,  was  said  to  have  measles, 
succeeded  by  nasal  diphtheria.  Thirty  grammes  of  the  antitoxin 
serum  were  used  in  three  days,  but  did  not  appreciably  affect  the 
disease.  Bacteriological  examination  gave  negative  results.  The 
premises  were  insanitary  and  the  drinking  water  bad. 

SlMONSWOOD. 

41.  — Fatal  case.  M.  R.,  10  years,  was  taken  ill  on  September 
2nd,  and  received  the  antitoxin  treatment  on  the  5th  and  6th. 
Her  condition  did  not  appear  serious  at  first  and  the  medical 
attendant  delayed  employing  the  treatment,  thinking  it  would 
not  be  required.  No  bacteriological  examination  was  made. 
The  premises  were  in  good  order,  but  for  the  pigstyes  being  too 
near  the  house,  and  the  water  supply  was  from  the  St.  Helens 
Corporation  Waterworks. 

MEASURES  TAKEN  TO  PREVENT  THE  SPREAD 

OF  THE  DISEASE. 

According  to  my  custom  in  dealing  with  infectious  diseases,  I 
visited  each  house  on  hearing  of  the  existence  therein  of  the 
illness,  and  made  inquiries  as  to  its  origin,  and  advised  those  in 
charge  of  the  patients  as  to  the  best  means  of  isolation.  Parents, 
as  a  rule,  did  their  best  to  keep  their  other  children  from  the 
patients,  but  there  were  two  notable  exceptions  to  this,  and  in 
these  instances  there  were  four  cases  and  two  deaths  in  one 
family,  and  six  cases  and  one  death  in  the  other.  In  the  former 
instance  the  disease  was  also  carried  into  other  houses,  causing 
one  if  not  two  deaths.  (See  cases  27  and  20). 

Printed  copies  of  “  Rules  to  be  observed  in  the  Management 
of  Cases  of  Epidemic  or  Contagious  Diseases  ”  were  left  with 
each  nurse,  and  seven-pound  bags  of  “  Sanitas  ”  powder  were  also 
distributed. 
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Each  sick-room  was  disinfected  by  the  occupier  of  the  house 
after  the  termination  of  the  disease,  and  the  room  cleansed  and 
whitewashed,  or  the  wallpaper  removed  and  the  ceiling  white¬ 
washed.  I  had  little  difficulty  in  getting  this  done  except  in  one 
instance  already  mentioned. 

On  February  28th,  I  brought  before  you  the  subject  of  the 
Diphtheria  Antitoxin  Treatment,  with  the  result  that  you 
instructed  me  to  obtain  the  necessary  apparatus  and  a  supply  of 
the  antitoxin  serum,  and  to  supply  them  in  case  of  need  to  all 
registered  medical  practitioners. 

Having  obtained  the  necessary  apparatus,  including  three  dozen 
boxes  containing  sterilized  test  tubes  and  swabs,  and  a  friend 
having  kindly  promised  to  make  for  a  time  the  necessary 
bacteriological  examinations,  I  posted  on  March  11th  a  copy  of 
the  following  circular  letter  to  all  medical  men  whom  I  knew  to 
reside  or  practise  in  the  district : — 

Ormskirk  Rural  District  Council, 

Ormskirk,  11th  March,  1895. 

Dear  Sir, — The  District  Council  resolved,  at  its  last  meeting,  to 
supply  the  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  Serum  and  Sterilized  Apparatus 
to  all  registered  medical  practitioners  for  use  within  the  District, 
free  of  charge. 

When  you  require  any,  please  send  me  a  telegram  or  a  letter  by 
a  special  messenger,  and  I  will  supply  you  with  a  Sterilized 
Syringe  and  a  sufficient  quantity  of  Antitoxin  Serum. 

Arrangements  have  also  been  entered  into  whereby  a  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination  of  the  throat  can  be  made  from  swabs  taken 
by  you  from  any  suspected  case  of  Diphtheria,  and  in  every  case 
treated  by  Antitoxin. 

On  application  I  will  forward  by  return  the  necessary  Sterilized 
Swabs  and  full  directions. 

The  Syringe  should  be  returned  to  me  for  sterilization  when 
done  with. 

I  am,  sir,  yours  faithfully, 

Herbert  Peck, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Ormskirk 
Rural  District  Council. 

Medical  men  have  extensively  availed  themselves  of  the 
privileges,  and,  I  believe,  much  good  has  resulted,  both  in  saving 
life  and  in  saving  householders  the  trouble  of  isolating  cases 
which  were  not  diphtheria. 
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THE  DEATH-RATE  UNDER  THE  ANTITOXIN 

TREATMENT. 

Bacteriological  examination  or  paralysis  following  the  bad 
throat  proved  nineteen  of  the  forty-one  cases  to  be  undoubtedly 
true  diphtheria.  Eleven  of  these  were  treated  with  the  antitoxin 
serum  and  one  died,  which  is  equal  to  a  case  mortality  of  9 -09 
per  cent.  Two  of  the  remainder  (Nos.  30  and  31)  being  mild 
cases,  received  no  treatment,  and  six  were  treated  by  ordinary 
methods  ;  two  of  them  died,  which  is  equal  to  a  case  mortality 
of  25  per  cent. 

There  is  no  moral  doubt  that  the  cases  numbered  3,  14,  28, 
and  32,  were  also  cases  of  true  diphtheria,  there  being  in  each 
instance  a  previous  or  subsequent  proved  case  in  each  house.  If 
we  include  these  in  our  calculation,  we  find  we  have  13  cases 
with  2  deaths,  or  a  case  mortality  of  a  little  more  than  15 
per  cent.,  in  the  case  of  antitoxin  treatment;  and  10  cases  with 
4  deaths,  or  a  case  mortality  of  40  per  cent.,  with  the  other 
modes  of  treatment. 

The  mortality  under  the  antitoxin  treatment  is  little  more  than 
one-third  that  under  the  old  methods,  but  it  would  not  be  fair 
to  omit  to  point  out  that  many  of  those  cases  in  which  it  was 
used  were  those  in  which  other  remedies  had  been  tried  and 
apparently  found  wanting.  Both  the  fatal  cases  under  the  treat¬ 
ment  were  such  cases,  the  antitoxin  serum  being  resorted  to  as 
perhaps  affording  another  chance. 

No  harm  resulted  in  any  case  from  the  use  of  the  serum, 
whether  the  patient  proved  to  have  diphtheria  or  not. 

ENTERIC  OR  TYPHOID  FEVER. 

Infected  Houses,  24 ;  Cases,  5 ;  Deaths,  8. 

The  number  of  cases  was  little  more  than  half  the  number  in 
1894,  but  the  number  of  deaths  was  greater.  There  was  only 
one  instance  in  which  the  disease  appeared  to  spread  from  patient 
to  patient. 
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Ainsdale. 

1.  — A.  M.,  9  years,  the  patient,  had  good  sanitary  surround¬ 
ings.  No  apparent  cause  for  the  disease.  House  supplied  by 
Southport  Water  Company's  water. 

2.  — J.  H.,  34  years,  contracted  the  disease  when  from  home. 
Good  sanitary  conditions.  Southport  water. 

Altcar. 

3.  — J.  R,  37  years,  is  believed  to  have  contracted  the  disease 
when  from  home.  Fairly  good  sanitary  surroundings,  but  the 
water  of  doubtful  quality  owing  to  the  situation  of  the  well. 

Aughton. 

4.  — H.  B.,  5  years.  The  slopstone  wastepipe  discharged 
directly  into  the  drain  leading  to  the  cesspool,  permitting  of  the 
passage  into  the  house  of  sewer  gas.  Southport  water. 

5.  — J.  D.,  28  years.  There  were  no  proper  drains  to  the 
house,  but  the  premises  were  very  clean.  Southport  water. 

6.  — Fatal  case.  E.  M.,  21  years.  Sanitary  surroundings. 
No  apparent  cause  for  disease.  Southport  water. 

7.  — Fatal  case.  B.  C.,  25  years,  contracted  the  disease  in 
Chester  or  Wales.  Sanitary  surroundings  good  and  water  from 
the  Southport  Company. 

Formby. 

8.  — A.  A.,  16  years,  was  said  to  have  contracted  the  disease  in 
Liverpool,  where  she  had  been  on  a  visit,  which  ended  a  fort¬ 
night  before  she  was  taken  ill.  The  well  water  of  a  doubtful 
quality. 

9.  — A.  L.,  48  years,  contracted  the  disease  in  Liverpool.  His 
home  surroundings  were  excellent  and  water  supply  from  the 
Southport  Company, 
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10.  — P.  H.,  16  years.  No  cause  apparent.  Excellent  sanitary 
surroundings.  Southport  water. 

Lydiate.  * 

11.  — -Fatal  case.  M.  B.,  58  years.  Surroundings  insanitary. 
Doubtful  water  supply  from  well. 

12.  — W.  W.,  17  years.  Premises  insanitary  from  tenant’s 
neglect.  Water  from  a  well  at  a  distance  and  apparently  good. 
Patient  began  to  be  ill  on  September  28th. 

13.  — A.  W.,  8  years,  sister  of  the  last,  began  to  be  ill  on 
October  16th.  She  slept  in  the  same  bedroom  as  the  last 
patient  throughout  his  illness.  I  was  absent  on  leave  at  the 
time  of  the  brother’s  illness,  but  wrote  to  the  medical  attendant 
to  ask  him  to  secure  effective  isolation  if  possible. 

Maghull. 

14.  — M.  G.,  13  years,  No  apparent  cause.  Sanitary  sur¬ 
roundings.  Southport  water. 

Melling. 

15.  — T.  M.  E.,  27  years,  was  notified  as  suffering  from  con¬ 
tinued  fever.  He  was  said  to  have  acquired  the  disease  in  Wales 
but  probably  did  so  at  home.  The  privy  was  very  near  to  the 
well  and  drains  discharged  into  a  neighbouring  ditch. 

16  — Fatal  case.  T.  R.,  44  years.  Surroundings  sanitary, 
but  for  the  storage  near  the  house  of  a  large  amount  of  towns’ 
refuse  manure.  Water  apparently  excellent.  No  known 
exposure  to  infection. 

North  Meols. 

17.  — A.  A.,  18  years.  Drains  blocked.  Privy  and  ashpit 
completely  demolished.  Southport  water. 

18.  — Fatal  case.  F.  S.,  37  years,  was  said  to  have  contracted 
the  disease  when  from  home,  but  the  premises  were  in  a  very 
insanitary  condition.  Southport  water. 
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Rufford. 

19.  — E.  H.,  51  years.  Drains  blocked.  Water  supply  from 
well  which  was  passed  some  years  back. 

20.  — H.  P.,  49  years,  apparently  contracted  the  disease  at 
home.  Premises  were  very  insanitary,  and  one  drain  discharged 
into  a  water-course  used  lower  down  for  watering  cattle. 

SCARISBRICK, 

21.  — Fatal  case.  H.  H.,  33  years.  Surroundings  very  insani¬ 
tary.  Doubtful  water. 

22.  — Fatal  case.  M.  R.,  53  years.  Surroundings  good  but 
for  drain  discharging  into  ditch.  Water  from  well  and  apparently 
excellent. 

23.  — Fatal  case.  M.  A.  R.,  36  years.  Surroundings  very 

insanitary.  Southport  water. 

Tarleton. 

24.  — H.  J.,  6  years,  w~as  believed  to  have  contracted  the  dis¬ 
ease  when  from  home.  He  went  away  on  August  14th,  returned 
on  17th,  was  taken  ill  on  22nd,  was  feverish  on  24th,  and  his 
doctor  pronounced  the  disease  to  be  “typhoid”  on  the  31st. 
The  premises  were  insanitary  and  the  water  bad,  though  used  for 
the  present  by  many. 

25.  — H.  A.,  45  years,  was  not  known  to  have  been  exposed  to 
infection.  Sanitary  surroundings  good,  but  water  supply  from  a 
rain-water  tank. 


MEASLES. 

Houses  infected,  88;  Cases,  160;  Deaths,  5. 

The  number  of  cases  was  much  smaller  than  in  1894.  Nearly 
one-third  of  the  cases  occurred  in  Ainsdale,  where  the  first 
patients  were  said  to  have  contracted  the  disease  from  a  Birkdale 
child, 
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The  Altcar,  Aughton,  Lydiate,  Maghuli,  and  Melling  cases 
were  in  connection  with  one  outbreak,  the  first  cases  which  came 
to  my  knowledge  being  in  Maghuli. 

I  was  not  able  to  trace  any  connection  between  the  Hesketh 
and  Tarleton  and  other  cases. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

Houses  infected,  15;  Cases,  21  ;  Deaths,  4. 

The  majority  of  the  cases  occurred  in  Scarisbrick  during  the 
severe  weather  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  when  probably  there 
were  many  others  which  I  was  not  able  to  record. 

The  case  in  Formby  in  which  death  occurred  appeared  to  be 
quite  an  isolated  one. 

DIARRHOEA. 

The  nine  deaths  wdiich  belonged  to  us  out  of  the  ten  registered 
under  this  heading  account  for  nearly  one-fourth  of  our  Zymotic 
Death  Rate.  Some  of  the  deaths  evidently  should  have  been 
registered  as  from  something  else. 

1.  — 7ZA.  ,  45  years  at  death,  “frequently  suffered  from 
diarrhoea,  especially  when  he  ate  fruit,  as  he’d  done  before  this 
attack.”  The  sanitary  surroundings  were  good  and  the  water 
from  the  Southport  Company. 

2.  — M.  M.,  78  years,  was  “troubled  with  diarrhoea  off  and  on 
between  his  apoplectic  stroke  and  his  death,”  seven  months  later 
Sanitary  surroundings.  Ormskirk  water. 

3.  — M.  L.,  If  years,  was  “always  weak  and  ailing  and  was 
consumptive.”  Was  bottle-fed.  Premises  insanitary.  South- 
port  water. 

4.  — J.  P.,  If,  illegitimate  child,  was  “never  strong,  and  was 
brought  up  on  the  bottle.  Diarrhoea  came  on  while  teething.” 

5.  — J.  R,  2  months,  “was  healthy  at  birth,  but  the  bottle 
never  agreed  wi’  him.”  The  mother  had  no  milk  for  him. 
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6.  — J.  T.,  5  months,  was  an  average  healthy  child  at  birth. 
Was  fed  on  Mellin’s  Food  and  one  cow’s  milk  from  a  long  tube 
bottle.  He  had  abscesses  before  the  coming  on  of  the  diarrhoea, 
three  days  before  death.  A  little  girl  had  diarrhoea  at  the  same 
time.  The  sanitary  surroundings  were  good  and  the  water  from 
the  Southport  Company. 

7.  — G-.  B.,  72  years,  was  stated  to  have  “suffered  from  some¬ 
thing  growing  in  his  inside.”  The  diarrhoea  was  said  to  have 
come  on  a  short  time  before  death.  Premises  insanitary. 

8.  — M.  J.,  2  months,  was  brought  from  Hoole  for  change  of 
air  while  suffering  from  diarrhoea.  He  was  fed  from  a  long  tube 
bottle.  The  premises  were  insanitary,  but  the  water  supplied 
by  the  Southport  Company.  I  have  not  included  this  death 
among  those  belonging  to  us. 

9.  — S.  A.,  17  days,  was  healthy  at  birth  and  was  fed  from  the 
breast.  Was  an  illegitimate  child.  Premises  insanitary,  but 
water  from  the  Southport  Company. 

10.  — M.  J.,  5  months,  was  weakly  from  birth,  and  was  fed 
partly  by  breast  and  partly  by  long-tube  bottle.  The  mother 
remarked  about  the  latter,  “They  alius  smell.”  Premises  in¬ 
sanitary  but  supplied  with  Southport  water. 

ERYSIPELAS. 

Infected  houses,  13;  Cases,  13;  Deaths,  3. 

Two  of  the  cases  were  said  to  have  been  imported.  Most  of 
the  others  were  on  premises  where  the  drainage  was  defective,  or 
where  there  was  a  large  store  of  manure.  One  was  said  to  have 
begun  in  “  mortification.” 

PUERPERAL  FEVER, 

Infected  houses,  5  ;  Cases,  5 ;  Deaths,  3. 

One  fatal  case  was  said  to  have  been  attended  by  a  medical 
man,  who  allowed  the  placenta  and  membranes  (“after-birth”)  to 
remain  for  60  hours  after  the  birth  of  the  child,  when  another 
medical  man  was  called  in  and  removed  them, 
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I  was  informed  that  two  other  cases  were  due  to  retention  of 
pieces  of  membrane,  and  that  the  patients  were  attended  by 
midwives. 

The  fourth  patient  was  attended  by  the  doctor  called  in  a  few 
days  before  to  one  of  the  others,  while  no  cause  was  apparent  for 
the  fifth. 

CLOSURE  OF  SCHOOLS. 

I  found  it  necessary  to  advise  the  closing  of  the  following 
Schools  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  infectious  disease  in  con¬ 
nection  with  them.  The  measure  was  followed  by  success  in 

u 

each  instance. 

The  Schools  closed,  the  periods  of  closure,  and  the  diseases  for 
which  it  was  necessary,  were  : — 

1.  — St.  Elizabeth’s,  Scarisbrick,  from  January  31st  to  March 
1st,  on  account  of  Whooping  Cough. 

2.  — The  National  School,  Maghull,  from  April  25th  to  May 
25th,  on  account  of  Measles. 

3.  — The  National  School,  Lydiate,  from  May  2nd  to  25th,  on 
account  of  Measles. 

4.  — Our  Lady’s  School,  Ainsdale,  from  September  19th  to 
October  20th,  on  account  of  Measles. 

5.  — St.  Peter’s  Schools,  Formby,  from  October  30th  to 
December  9th,  on  account  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

6.  — St.  John’s  Schools,  Ainsdale,  from  November  13th  to 
December  31st,  on  account  of  Measles. 

7.  — The  Lmdenominational  School,  Ainsdale,  from  December 
5th  to  31st,  on  account  of  Measles. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Eleven  extensions  of  water  mains,  some  small  and  others  large, 
have  been  made  during  the  year.  Ten  of  these  are  from  the 
Southport  Water  Company’s  Works,  and  the  eleventh  in  Simons- 
wood,  from  the  St.  Helens  Corporation’s  Works,  at  Kirkby, 
They  are  as  follows  : — 
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1.  — In  Lancaster-road,  Ainsdale,  191  yards. 

2.  — From  Birch’s  Brow,  Aughton,  along  the  Altcar-road,  303 
yards. 

3.  — Hollin  House  Green,  Aughton,  to  Peet’s  Farm,  for  fire 
protection,  337  yards. 

4.  — Mairscough-road,  Downholland,  1695  yards. 

5.  — Barton  and  Haskayne,  Downholland,  2257  yards. 

6.  — Railway-road,  Formby,  115  yards. 

7.  — Willow  Grove,  Formby,  66  yards. 

8.  — From  Holmes’ Bridge,  Lydiate,  516  yards. 

9.  — Along  Foxhouse-lane,  Maghull,  1200  yards. 

10.  — From  Snape  Green,  Scarisbrick,  383  yards. 

11.  — In  Simonswood,  3184  yards. 

A  pipe,  317  yards  in  length,  has  also  been  laid  from  Pinfold- 
lane  to  Red  Lion  Bridge,  Scarisbrick,  to  supplement  the  existing 
supply. 

The  total  length  of  pipes  laid  was  10,614  yards,  or  6  miles  and 
94  yards.  The  increase  in  the  number  of  houses  supplied  will 
not  be  very  noticeable  till  the  end  of  1896,  few  connections 
having  as  yet  been  made. 

An  inquiry  into  the  water  supply  of  Hesketh  and  Tarleton 
was  held  by  Mr.  Rienzi  Walton,  at  Hesketh,  on  December  12th, 
but  the  result  has  not  yet  been  announced.  The  proposed  mains 
will  bring  the  water  from  the  Preston  Rural  District,  and  will 
be  wide  reaching  (see  map),  almost  all  the  population  of  these 
townships  being  served.  The  placing  of  the  cost  on  the  whole 
of  the  townships  will  conduce  to  the  water  being  accepted  with 
less  reluctance  than  it  might  otherwise  be  by  persons  who  have 
not  known  the  advantages  of  a  public  supply. 
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HOUSES  SUPPLIED  BY  PUBLIC  SERVICE  AT  THE 

END  OF  1895. 


Liverpool 

Corporation. 

Ormskirk  Urban 
District  Council. 

St.  Helens 
Corporation. 

Skelmersdale 

Urban  District 

Council 

Southport 

Water  Company. 

Totals. 

Percentage  of 

Inhabited  Houses 

thus  supplied. 

Ainsdale  . 

•  •  • 

233 

233 

82-9 

Aughton  . 

63 

... 

525 

588 

82*5 

Bickerstaffe  . 

... 

34 

41 

... 

75 

19-7 

Formby . .  . 

... 

812 

812 

82-6 

Halsall . 

84 

84 

36-2 

Hesketh  . 

1 

1 

•5 

LyDTATE . 

72 

72 

3D5 

Maghull  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

.  •  . 

150 

150 

543 

Melling  . 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

•6 

North  Meols  . 

•  • 

... 

... 

321 

321 

97‘2 

SCARISBRICK . 

... 

... 

168 

168 

38  T 

SlMONSWOOD . 

... 

... 

33 

... 

... 

33 

48*5 

Totals  for  District... 

1 

97 

33 

41 

2366 

2538 

49-6 

The  above  figures  show  an  increase  of  86  supplies  during  the 
year,  equal  to  1*8  per  cent,  of  the  inhabited  houses. 

WATER  ANALYSIS. 

I  analysed  during  the  year  33  samples  of  drinking  water  and 
also  three  samples  of  sewage  effluents,  the  latter  in  connection 
with  the  proposed  sewering  of  Aughton.  One  sample  of  water 
from  a  well  in  Aughton  was  passed  after  structural  alterations 
had  been  made  and  the  surroundings  improved.  Three  from 
Formby  were  condemned  and  another  passed  as  usable.  One 
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from  Lydiate  was  condemned,  but  I  analysed  another  sample 
after  structural  alterations  and  the  improvement  of  the  sur- 
ro  mdings  of  the  well,  and  found  such  a  change  for  the  better 
that  I  recommended  you  to  accept  it.  One  from  the  delph  at 
Melling  Mount  was  of  good  quality.  Three  from  one  well  in 
Rufford  were  bad,  but  another  was  of  fair  quality.  Sixteen  of 
twenty-one  samples  from  Tarleton  were  bad,  some  being  exceed¬ 
ingly  filthy,  while  two  were  usable  and  three  barely  usable. 

THE  PROPOSED  SEWERAGE  SCHEME  FOR 

AUGHTON. 

On  June  18th,  1894,  I  reported  to  the  Aughton  Parochial 
Committee  that  the  cesspool  system  had  proved  a  failure  in  their 
township,  and  that  the  consequent  condition  was  very  insanitary, 
and  suggested  that  the  time  had  come  to  consider  as  to  the 
advisability  of  sewering  portions  of  their  parish.  The  subject 
was  discussed  at  a  special  meeting  held  a  week  later,  when  it  was 
resolved  that  the  matter  be  left  over  for  consideration  by  the 
next  Committee. 

On  January  25th,  1895,  the  new  Committee  resolved — “That 
the  whole  Committee,  together  v\  ith  their  Officers,  visit  certain 
localities,  namely,  Cottage  and  Halsall-lanes,  with  regard  to  the 
sanitary  condition  thereof.” 

On  February  25th,  a  memorial  was  presented  to  the  Committee, 
bearing  the  signatures  of  almost  every  owner  and  occupier  in  the 
Cottage-lane  district,  and  stating  the  want  of  a  sewerage  system. 

On  March  11th,  the  Committee  and  their  officers  visited  and 
inspected  Cottage  and  Halsall-lanes. 

On  March  26th,  plans  and  estimates  were  ordered,  and  the 
Committee  resolved  to  inspect  Town  Green,  Long-lane,  and  other 
parts  of  the  township. 

On  April  22nd  the  last-named  places  were  inspected,  and  on 
the  evening  of  the  same  day  the  Committee  unanimously 
resolved — “That  the  time  has  arrived  when  some  sewerage 
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scheme  should  be  adopted  for  A  ugh  toil.”  It  was  also  resolved 
that  Mr.  Beeston,  the  Surveyor,  and  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  should  report  on  the  probable  cost  of  sewering  the 
portions  of  the  township  needing  it. 

On  May  20th,  it  was  resolved  to  visit  various  places  to  see 
sewage  purification  processes  at  work,  and  in  accordance  with 
this  resolution,  works  were  visited  on  various  dates  at  Coventry, 
Radford,  Heaton  Mersey,  Swinton,  Adlington,  Euxton,  and 
Eccleston. 

At  a  special  meeting  on  July  23rd,  plans  were  amended  and 
estimates  ordered. 

On  August  12th,  estimates  were  submitted  and  adopted,  as 
also  were  the  amended  plans  for  sewering  both  sides  of  the 
watershed. 

On  August  22nd,  at  a  Parish  Meeting  called  by  the  Committee, 
an  amendment  against  the  proposal  to  sewer  was  carried  by  68 
votes  to  50.  A  further  amendment,  “  that  the  Halsall  and 
Cottage -lane  portion  be  sewered  if  it  would  bear  the  cost  itself” 
was  carried  unanimously. 

On  September  11th,  the  Committee  resolved  by  4  votes  to  3 
to  carry  out  the  adopted  scheme  at  the  cost  of  the  whole 
township. 

On  December  30th,  it  was  decided  to  accept  Sir  Robert 
Tempest’s  offer  for  land. 

The  scheme  is  one  for  draining  the  more  populous  parts  of  the 
township.  The  high  land  between  the  Devil’s  Wall  and  Bicker- 
staffe  renders  it  impossible  to  take  all  the  sewage  on  to  one 
piece  of  ground,  and  so  necessitates  two  outfalls,  one  for  the 
Long-lane  and  Town  Green  district,  on  to  a  piece  of  land  about 
6  acres  in  extent,  on  the  Sudell  Meadows ;  and  the  other  for  the 
northern  side  of  the  watershed,  on  to  a  piece  of  land  about  6 
acres  in  extent,  on  the  Aughton  Hall  Estate. 
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The  system  intended  to  be  adopted  is  one  of  straining  and 
intermittent  downward  filtration,  no  plot  of  land  receiving  more 
than  two  hours  average  flow  each  day.  The  tanks  will  be  so 
arranged  that  chemical  treatment  can  be  applied  if  necessary. 

The  main  sewers  are  designed  to  receive  sewage  only,  all  storm 
water  being  excluded,  and  will  consist  of  pipes  varying  from  12 
to  6  inches  in  diameter.  The  joints  of  the  pipes  are  specified  to 
be  water-tight,  and  to  secure  this,  will  be  tested  under  a  head  of 
water. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  scheme  is  £9000,  which,  with  the 
leases  and  maintenance,  will  necessitate  a  rate  of  7|d.  or  8d.  in 
the  <£. 
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The  above  reduced  plan  of  the  proposed  system  was  kindly  furnished  by  Mr. 
C.  S.  Beeston,  Member  of  the  Sanitary  Institute,  and  Surveyor  to  the  Aughton 
Parochial  Committee. 
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This  appears  very  little  for  the  advantages  offered,  when  we 
consider  that  the  tenant  of  a  house  rated  at  <£20  who  pays  a 
shilling  once  a  fortnight  for  the  emptying  of  his  cesspool,  is 
practically  paying  a  rate  of  Is.  34d.  in  the  £  for  the  present 
insufficient  and  troublesome  system,  with  its  accompanying  evils 
of  pollution  of  air,  soil,  and  water.  This  rate  is  frequently 
exceeded,  and  I  know  of  some  cases  in  which  the  occupier  pays 
as  much  as  2s.  6d.  in  the  £. 

THE  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

The  late  Rural  Sanitary  Authority  tried  on  several  occasions 
to  obtain  a  site  for  a  hospital  for  isolating  cases  of  infectious 
disease,  but  always  unsuccessfully. 

The  present  Council  has  been  more  fortunate,  having  had  a 
piece  of  ground,  four  acres  in  extent,  with  a  commodious 
country  house  thereon,  offered  to  them  on  lease  with  the  option 
of  purchase.  The  offer  has  been  accepted,  and  the  Council  took 
possession  of  the  house,  Holly  House,  Aughton,  on  January  2nd 
of  this  year  (1896). 

The  Burscough  and  Lathom  Urban  District  Council  appear 
likely  to  join  us  in  sharing  the  advantages  and  expenses.  I 
believe  the  former  will  be  great  and  the  latter  comparatively 
small. 

The  site  is  nearly  central  as  to  distance,  as  may  be  seen  by  a 
glance  at  the  map  accompanying  this  report,  and  still  more  as  to 
population,  as  the  following  figures  will  show. 

At  the  Census  of  1891,  the  population  of  the  Ormskirk  Rural 

District  was  25,691,  and  of  Lathom  and  Burscough,  6,798 — a 

total  of  32,489.  I  estimate  that  24,805  of  these  are  within  a 

six  miles  radius,  those  outside  being — 

259  in  Bispham, 

2,400  ,,  Formby, 

933  ,,  Heskeih, 

1,620  „  North  Meols, 

700  „  Rufford, 

1,772  „  Tarleton. 


7,684  Total  outside  six  miles  radius. 


35 


The  Population  within  a  seven-mile  radius  is  about  29,280,  the 
population  outside  being  933  in  Hesketh  1,500  in  North  Meols, 
and  1,772  in  Tarleton,  or  3,205  altogether.  As  the  Southport 
Corporation  kindly  consented  in  1893  to  allow  us  to  send  “a 
limited  number”  of  patients  from  Hesketh,  North  Meols,  and 
Tarleton,  and  from  parts  of  Rufford  and  Scarisbrick,  to  their 
isolation  hospital  in  North  Meols,  the  two  Districts  may  be  said 
to  be  now  provided  with  hospital  accommodation. 

We  can  isolate  nine  patients  in  the  present  buildings  at  Holly 
House,  five  of  one  sex  and  two  of  the  other,  in  the  case  of  Scarlet 
Fever,  leaving  two  beds  on  another  floor  for  another  disease,  and 
ample  accommodation  for  caretaker  and  nurses. 

When  the  present  accommodation  proves  insufficient,  and  it 
probably  will  do  so  in  time,  we  can  convert  the  present  building 
into  an  administration  block  and  build  pavilions  for  the  infectious 
patients. 

Six  applications  for  hospital  accommodation  were  made  last 
year :  four  of  the  patients  suffered  from  Scarlet  Fever,  one  from 
Diphtheria,  and  one  from  Typhoid  Fever.  Three  of  the  first 
named  were  removed  to  the  Southport  Hospital,  you  bearing  the 
expense  in  two  cases. 

LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

See  the  Inspector’s  Report,  under  head  of  Formby,  page  49. 

HOUSES  UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  HABITATION. 

Two  houses  were  condemned  on  this  account,  in  Aughton  and 
Bispham  respectively. 

SYSTEMATIC  VISITING 

has  been  made  during  the  year,  and  is  practically  always  going  on. 

SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

This  Act  is  administered  by  the  County  Police. 

I  am  indebted  to  Superintendents  Jervis  and  Norris  for  the 
information  that  one  sample  of  whisky  was  found  to  be  adulterate  1 
with  water,  and  that  the  offender  was  ordered  to  pay  the  costs  of 
the  action  taken  against  him. 
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BUILDING  OPERATIONS. 


Mr.  Beeston,  Surveyor  to  the  Aughton  Parochial  Committee, 
and  Mr,  J.  H.  Sutton,  Surveyor  to  the  Ainsdale  and  Formby 
Parochial  Committees,  have  kindly  informed  me  that  plans  for 
the  following  were  passed  during  the  year  : — 

Ainsdale. 

Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Stables  and  Out-houses  ...  ...  3 

Additions  to  Houses  ...  ...  ...  2 


13 


Aughton. 

Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pigstyes  ...  ...  ...  3 

5 


Formby. 

Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Stables,  Shippons,  &c.  ...  ...  12 

Manufactory  ...  ...  ...  1 

Additions  to  Houses,  Schools,  &  Churches  12 
Various  (Pavilions,  Mess  Tents,  &c.)  ...  3 
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Appended  are  : — 

(1)  — Tables  A  and  B  of  the  Local  Government  Board  ; 

(2)  — Table  C  of  the  County  Council  of  Lancaster; 

(3)  — The  Inspector’s  Annual  Report ; 

(4)  — The  Annual  Report  on  Canal  Boats ; 

(5)  — A  Map  showing  the  Public  Water  Supplies  of  the 

District. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

HERBERT  PECK, 

L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.Edin.,  D.P.H.  Cambridge, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Ormskirk  Rural 

District  Council. 
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Table  of  DEATHS  DURING  THE  YEAR  1895,  in  the  Ormskirk  Rural  District,  classified  according  to 

DISEASES,  AGES,  and  LOCALITIES. _ 


Names  of  Localities  adopted  for  tlie  pur¬ 
pose  of  these  Statistics  ;  public  institutions 
being  shown  as  separate  localities  (See 
note  4  on  back  of  sheet.) 

(Columns  for  Population  and  Births  are  in 
Table  B.) 
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Mortality  from  all  Causes  at 
subjoined  Ages. 
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AINSDALE  . 

ALTCAR  . 

AUGHTON  . 

BICKERSTAFFE  . 

BISPHAM . 

DOWNROLLAND 

FORMBY  . 

HALS  ALL  . 

HESKETH  . 

LYDIATE . 

MAGHULL . 

MELLING . 

NORTH  MEOLS  . 

RUFFORH  . 

SCARISBRICK  ... 
SIMONSWOOD  ... 
TARLETON . 
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The  subjoined  numbers  have  also  to  be  taken  into  account  in  judging  of  the  above  records  of  mortality,  ^ee  f\ote  5  on  back. 


Deaths  occurring  outside  the  district  among 
persons  belonging  thereto. 

Deaths  occurring  within  the  district  among 
nersons  not  belonging  thereto 
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HERBERT  PECK,  Medical  Officer  <>]  Health. 
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Table  Of  POPULATION,  BIRTHS,  AND  OF  NEW  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS,  coming*  to  the 

knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  during  the  year  1895,  in  the  Ormskirk  Rural  District ;  classified 
according  to  DISEASES,  AGES,  and  LOCALITIES. 


Names  of  Localities  adopted  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  these  Statistics  ;  public  institutions 
being  shown  as  separate  localities. 

(See  note  2  on  back  of  sheet.) 
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State  here  whether  “  Notification  of  Infectious  Disease  ”  is  compulsory  in  the  District — Yes.  Since  when  1— January  D7,  1890.  Besides  the  above-mentioned 
Diseases,  insert  in  the  columns  with  blank  headings  the  names  of  any  that  are  notifiable  in  the  District,  and  fill  the  columns  accordingly.  State  here  the  name  of  the 
Isolation  Hospital  used  by  the  sick  of  the  District.  Mark  (II)  the  Locality  in  which  such  Hospital  is  situated  ;  and  if  not  within  the  District,  state  where  it  is  situated. 
Holly  House ,  and  Southport  Hospital ,  North  Meols. 

*  To  Southport  Isolation  Hospital,  North  Meols. 


local  incidence  o]  consumption  and  other  prevalent  diseases ,  should  be  made  in  the  text  of  the  Report. 
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COUNTY  OF  LANCASTER. 


SUMMARY  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT  FOR 

1895. 


RURAL  Si  NIT  ARY  DISTRICT  OF  0  RMS  KIRK. 

Area  in  Statute  Acres — 65,830.  Population  ( Census )  1891 — 2 “,691. 
Population ,  estimated  1895 — 27,000. 


Name  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health — 

Herbert  Peck,  L.R.C.P.E.,  D.P.H.  Camb, 

Salary — £300. 


Births  Registered  | Fernal e  ' 3 6 0 { ^° 

Deaths  Registered  {female  250  {  Total>  451' 

Birth-rate — 27  44.  Death-rate — 15-48.  Rate  of  Infant  Deaths 
under  one  year,  to  1000  births — 123. 

Death  rate  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases,  per  1000, 
of  population — L52. 

Diseases  prevalent — Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria. 

Period — Diphtheria  throughout  year.  Scarlet  Fever  during  Inst 
four  months. 

What  Action  taken  1 — Yes,  See  report,  page  19.  Any  Schools 
closed  ?—  Seven.  If  so,  for  what  disease  1 — See  page  27. 

What  is  the  Character  of  the  Hospital  Accommodation  1 — One 
for  District;  five  townships  enjoy  privilege  of  sending 
patients  to  the  Southport  Isolation  Hospital  also. 

Is  it  joint  or  otherwise  1 — Not  joint  at  present. 
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No.  of  Beds  ? — About  nine. 

What  were  the  cases  treated  1 — None.  It  will  not  be  ready  for 
occupation  until  Spring. 

How  is  Disinfection  carried  out  1 — By  householders,  under 
direction  of  officers. 

Apparatus  used  ? — None. 

Is  the  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act  in  force  ? — Yes. 

Are  any  Diseases  not  specifically  mentioned  in  the  Act  notifiable  *1 

No. 

If  so,  what  are  thev  ? — None. 

What  is  the  Character  of  House  Accommodation  ?— Good  on  the 
whole. 

Has  any  action  been  taken  under  “The  Housing  of  the  Work¬ 
ing  Classes  Act,  1890  ”  1 — Two  houses  closed  as  unfit  for 
human  habitation. 

Water  Supply — 49*6  per  cent,  by  public  service.  This  per¬ 
centage  will  soon  be  much  increased.  The  remainder  by 
deep  and  shallow  wells  and  rainwater  tanks. 

Is  Scavenging  carried  out  satisfactorily  1 — No. 

By  Sanitary  Authority  or  Contract  ? — By  householders. 

How  is  the  Defuse  disposed  of  ? — Removed  by  householders  or 
those  employed  by  them. 

What  is  the  character  of  Drainage  and  the  form  of  Sewage 
Disposal  ? — There  is  one  half-mile  of  sewer  in  Aughton. 
Plans  have  been  adopted  for  sewering  the  whole  of  Aughton. 
The  cesspool  system  is  in  vogue  elsewhere. 

Canal  Boats — Inspected  and  found  very  satisfactory  on  the  whole. 

What  is  the  condition  of  the  Bakehouses  ? — Satisfactory  at  times 
of  visits, 


Slaughter  Houses  ? — Satisfactory  at  times  of  visits. 


Lodging  Houses  ? — Four.  Are  they  Registered  1 — Yes. 

Are  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  periodically  inspected  1 
Yes.  Have  any  Regulations  been  made  by  your  Authority 
under  the  Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board  1 — No. 

Have  the  Factories  and  Workshops  been  inspected,  and  with 
what  result  ? — There  are  none. 

Can  you  express  any  opinion  as  to  the  effect  of  Factory  Labour 
on  the  Operatives  % — No. 

Sale  of  Food  and  (No.  of  Samples  Purchased — One. 

Drugs  Act.  J  Prosecutions — One. 

Food  unfit  for  Human  Consumption — None.  Amount  seized — 
None. 


River  Pollution — Less  than  in  former  vears,  but  there  is  some 
from  the  Wigan  Sewage  Farm,  and  a  “blue  billy  tip  ”  near 
Parbold. 


Any  Special  Report  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the 
year  ? — One  on  Diphtheria,  and  seven  on  School  Closure. 

Department  offNo.  of  Notices  served — 377. 

Inspectors  of-  No  of  Legal  Proceedings  taken  and  result — 
Nuisances  ...  [  One,  successfully. 


Smoke 


rDo  you  suffer  from  this  form  of  nuisance  ? — No. 

No.  of  Observations — None. 

-  No.  of  Legal  Proceedings  taken  and  result — None. 

Give  approximately  the  number  of  tall  chimneys  in 
connection  with  mills  or  large  works — Three. 


Has  the  Authority  adopted — (a)  “  The  Infectious  Disease  (Pre¬ 
vention)  Act,  1890  ”? — Yes.  (b)  “The  Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Act,  1890  ”  ? — Yes. 


40 


REPORT  OF  INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES,  1895, 

OF  THE 

ORMSKIRK  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Dear  Sir, 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  submit  my  Fifteenth 
Annual  Report,  which  is  for  the  year  ending  31st  December, 
1895,  for  the  purpose  of  laying  the  same  before  the  above-named 
Council,  showing  in  detail  the  number  of  matters  dealt  with  in 
each  township  as  they  have  come  under  my  notice,  viz. : — 

The  number  of  Nuisances  from  various  sources. 

Water  Certificates  under  the  Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878. 

Other  Supplies  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

Premises  Closed  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 
Act,  1890. 

Common  Lodging-houses. 

Slaughter-houses. 

Bakehouses. 

Registration  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops 
Order,  1885. 

Legal  Proceedings. 

Smoke  Observations. 

Public  Notices  posted. 

And  number  of  Notices  served. 

As  previously  reported,  in  each  case  of  water  supply  for  new 
premises,  if  from  a  well,  the  water  has  been  duly  analysed  and  a 
certificate  granted  if  it  has  been  found  fit  for  domestic  use  ;  if 
otherwise,  the  Council  has  declined  to  grant  a  certificate  until  a 
satisfactory  supply  has  been  provided. 

Certificates  have  also  been  granted  for  rain-water  supplies 
where  cisterns  have  been  provided  of  such  capacity  as  to  contain 
1,000  gallons  per  house,  this  being  in  conformity  with  the 
resolution  passed  by  the  Council  on  August  23rd,  1888.  At  the 
same  time,  the  Southport  Company’s  water  was  recommended  by 
the  Council  where  it  was  possible  to  obtain  such  a  supply. 


* 
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It  will  again  be  seen  on  the  reading  of  my  report  that  the 
want  of  water  for  domestic  use  has  received  attention. 

During  the  year  it  has  been  necessary  to  request  owners  of 
property,  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  to  provide  an 
available  supply  of  wholesome  water  for  domestic  use  for  the 
inmates  of  56  dwellings. 

Out  of  that  number  19  were  available  to  the  Southport 
Company's  main  at  the  time  of  notice,  and  37  required  an 
extension  of  mains. 

Referring  to  my  last  report  as  to  pending  extension  of  Water 
Mains,  I  am  pleased  to  state  that  the  same  has  received  the 
attention  of  the  Southport  Company  and  their  Engineer  (Mr. 
Rofe)  in  ten  different  parts  of  the  district  to  the  extent  of  3  miles 
1187  yards  for  domestic  use,  and  853  yards  for  fire  supply. 

The  St.  Helens  Corporation  have  also  laid  an  extension  for 
domestic  use,  1  mile  1354  yards  in  length. 

The  total  number  of  supplies  from  public  service  being  2,538, 
an  increase  of  86  in  the  district.  Such  increase  is  as  follows, 
viz.  : — Southport  Company,  71  ;  St.  Helens  Corporation,  9  ;  and 
the  Skelmersdale  Local  Board,  6. 

With  respect  to  providing  other  townships  with  public  supplies, 
it  will  be  noticed  hereafter  that  a  Local  Government  Board 
Inquiry  has  been  held  with  that  view.  I  therefore  look  forward 
to  be  in  a  position  at  the  end  of  next  year  to  report  progress 
upon  Water  Schemes  in  the  district. 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES  ACT,  1890. 

There  have  been  two  closed  under  the  said  Act. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  M1LKSHOPS  ORDER,  1885. 

Three  applications  were  made  for  registration  and  one  for 
transfer,  and,  on  the  premises  being  made  to  comply  with  the 
Act,  registration  was  granted.  Other  premises  have  also  been 
pealt  with  which  were  found  in  a  defective  state. 


COMMON  LODGING-HOUSES. 


Application  for  registration  has  been  made  in  two  cases,  the 
applicants  failing  in  each  case  to  comply  with  the  Act,  therefore 
registration  was  not  granted. 

Proceedings  have  been  taken  in  four  cases  for  non-registration. 

I  am  pleased  to  state  that  I  have  again  been  successful  in 
having  a  large  number  of  matters  dealt  with  by  owners  and 
occupiers  without  formal  notices  being  served. 

On  applications  being  made  for  extensions  of  time  the  Council 
have  allowed  the  same  wherein  to  furnish  the  necessary  pro¬ 
visions.  Failing  to  comply  with  notices,  legal  proceedings  were 
ordered,  and  in  one  case  proceedings  were  taken  for  non- 
compliance,  which  proved  successful. 

The  table  hereafter  will  show  you  at  a  glance,  in  detail,  the 
total  number  of  matters  dealt  with,  and  notices  served  in  each 
township. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  AINSDALE. 

Nuisances. 

Privies  dilapidated,  insufficient  ventilation,  and  filthy  ...  9 

Ashpits  deficient  and  foul  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 2 

Drains  deficient  for  house  refuse,  and  stoppage  ...  ...  10 

Want  of  cesspools,  and  cesspools  in  a  foul  state,  and  in¬ 
sufficient  ventilation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Drain  wanted  to  washhouse  ...  .  .  ...  .  .  ...  1 

Yards  filthy  from  sewage  matter  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Interior  of  dwelling  in  a  foul  state  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  soil  pipe  in  connection  with  W.C.  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  traps  to  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Bath  waste  pipe  connected  with  drain...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cesspools  too  near  dwellings,  unventilated,  and  without  access  2 

Dilapidated  floor  of  urinal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pigs  kept  so  as  to  be  a  nuisance  ...  ...  ...  2 

Accumulation  and  deposit  of  manure  too  near  dwelling  ...  1 
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Deposits  of  refuse  on  roads  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Slopping  and  spilling  manure  on  road  in  contravention  of 
Bye-laws  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total  ...  ...  ...  57 


Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878. 

Water. — Certificates  have  been  granted  in  respect  of  the 
following  number  of  new  houses,  the  supplies  being  from 
the  Southport  Waterworks  Company  ...  ...  ...  6 


Smoke. — Number  of  observations  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Bakehouse  .  1 

These  premises  have  been  kept  in  a  cleanly  state  during 

the  year. 

Special. — Notices  have  been  printed  and  posted  in  the  to  wn¬ 
ship  prohibiting  the  deposits  of  refuse  on  roads...  ...  1 


Notices  served 
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Water  Supplies. — The  number  of  the  Southport  Company’s 
supplies  in  this  township  on  December  25th  was  233,  an 
increase  of  6,  this  increase  being  in  respect  of  new  houses; 
and  an  extension  of  main,  191  yards  in  length,  was  made  by 
the  said  Company. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  ALTCAR. 

With  respect  to  this  township,  no  complaint  has  come  under 
my  notice,  neither  has  any  complaint  been  laid. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  AUGHTON. 


Nuisances. 

Privies  dilapidated,  deficient  and  insufficient  ventilation,  and 
filthy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Ashpits  deficient,  dilapidated,  and  filthy  ...  ...  ...  17 

Do.  wanted  to  privies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Drains  deficient  and  stopped  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Do.  wanted  for  house  refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Traps  wanted  to  drains .  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cesspools  dilapidated,  deficient,  too  near  dwellings,  and  filthy  14 

Yards  filthy  from  sewage  matter  ...  ...  ...  ...  67 

Bath  and  sink  waste  pipes  connected  with  drains  ...  ...  5 

Want  of  ventilation  to  soil  pipes  from  W.C.  ...  ...  ...  2 

Want  of  water  for  domestic  use  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Gutter  filthy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Accumulation  and  deposit  of  refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Boundary  brook  and  ditches  and  watercourses  polluted  ...  5 

Watering  for  cattle  polluted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Deficient  middenstead  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total  . 172 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890. 
Dwelling  closed  from  hum  in  habitation  ...  ...  ...  1 

Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878. 

Water. — Certificates  have  been  granted  in  respect  of  the 
following  premises,  viz.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

The  supplies  being  from  the  Southport  Company. 

Town  End  Sewer. 


Sewerage. — The  manholes  and  mudbaskets  have  been  cleaned 
out  as  recpiired,  and  the  length  of  sewer  flushed, 
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Registered  Slaughter-house  .  1 

These  premises  have  been  found  in  a  cleanly  state  at  the  time 
of  visits. 

h  A  Iv  E  H  OLS  E  ...  ...  .  «  .  ...  «  wm  •  m  X 

These  premises  have  been  kept  in  a  satisfactory  state  during 
the  year. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order,  1885. 
Application  for  Registration  . 1 

Premises  satisfactory  at  the  time  of  visit,  and  the  Company’s 
water  thereon. 

Number  of  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  93 

Water  Supplies. — The  number  in  this  township  on  the  25th 
December,  from  the  Southport  Company  was  525,  and  from 
the  Ormskirk  Local  Board  63,  making  the  total  number  588, 
an  increase  of  one. 

Water  Main. — Extension  of  303  yards  has  been  laid  by  the 
above-named  Company  for  further  supplies,  and  for  fire 
supplies  337  yards  in  length. 

Sanitary  State  of  the  Township.— Owing  to  the  great  diffi¬ 
culty  in  disposing  of  the  sewage  matter,  and  preventing 
recurrence  of  nuisances  caused  thereby  in  the  thickly  popu¬ 
lated  parts  of  the  township,  viz.: — Halsall-lane,  Cottage-lane, 
and  Town  Green,  the  Parochial  Committee  resolved  that 
special  inspections  should  be  made,  and  for  that  purpose  a 
house  to  house  visitation  was  made  in  company  with  the 
said  Committee  on  March  11th  and  April  23rd,  the  result 
being  that  cesspools  were  found,  viz.,  overflowing,  too  near 
dwellings,  and  no  land  whereon  to  dispose  of  the  sewage ; 
other  premises  land  inadequate,  others  with  overflow  pipes 
discharging  into  ditches,  also  premises  connected  with  the 
Highway  Board’s  drains,  thereby  indirectly  discharging  into 
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boundary  brook,  and  other  water  courses  causing  pollution. 

This  matter  was  subsequently  discussed,  and  it  was 
resolved  unanimously  that  the  time  has  arrived  that  some 
Sewerage  Scheme  be  adopted  for  the  parish,  and  this 
question  is  still  receiving  attention.  It  would  have  been 
impossible  for  the  Committee  to  have  come  to  any  other 
conclusion  than,  that  a  system  of  sewerage  was  necessary  to 
improve  the  sanitary  state  of  the  township. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  BICKERSTAFFE. 

Nuisances. 

Dilapidated  roofs  and  walls  of  dwellings  causing  dampness 

Drains  deficient  and  untrapped 

Spouts  dilapidated  causing  dampness  ... 

Privies  dilapidated  and  insufficient  ventilation 

Want  of  privy  accommodation... 

Ashpits  deficient  and  filthy 

Defective  water  closet  ... 

Pigs  kept  so  as  to  be  a  nuisance 

Total  ...  ...  ... 

Bakehouses 

These  premises  have  been  kept  in  a  satisfactory  state  during 
the  year. 

Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Water  Supplies. — There  are  75  supplies  from  public  service  in 
this  township,  an  increase  on  the  year  of  6,  such  increase 
being  from  the  firsLnamed  service,  viz.  : — 

Skelmersdale  Local  Board  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Ormskirk  Local  Board  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

—  75 


10 

5 

4 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

27 

2 
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Public  Water  Supply. — Referring  to  my  last  year’s  report,  in 
which  I  stated  the  much-needed  supply  had  received  the 
sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  trusting  the  work 
would  he  delayed  no  longer  than  possible.  It  is,  however, 
to  be  regretted  that  the  scheme  for  such  supply  has  since 
met  with  opposition  by  the  Parish  Council  of  the  township, 
and  this  has  caused  the  matter  to  be  deferred. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  BISPHAM. 

Nuisances. 

Roofs  and  windows  of  dwellings  dilapidated  ...  ...  ...  7 

Privies  dilapidated,  too  near  dwellings,  and  in  a  filthy  state  ..  3 

Want  of  ashpit  to  privy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total . 11 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890. 

Dwelling  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

TOWNSHIP  OF  DOWNHOLLAND. 

Nuisances. 

Dwelling-house  dilapidated  and  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  1 

Privy  dilapidated  and  premises  filthy  .. .  ...  ...  ...  1 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

3 

Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Public  Water  Supply. — For  the  purpose  of  providing  the 
required  supplies  mentioned  in  my  last  report,  and  other 
supplies  subsequently  found  to  be  necessary,  the  Southport 
Company  have,  I  am  pleased  to  state,  extended  their  water 
main  from  the  adjoining  townships,  a  distance  of  3,952  yards. 

I  therefore  expect  my  next  report  to  contain  a  large  increase 
of  supplies  from  the  Company’s  water. 
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TOWNSHIP  OF  FORMBY. 

Nuisances. 

Want  of  water  for  domestic  use  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Want  of  drains  for  house  refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Drains  defective  and  stopped  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Want  of  ashpit . 1 

Ashpits  deficient  and  filthy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Want  of  gully  traps  to  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Privies  dilapidated,  without  receptacles,  and  surroundings 
filthy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Privies  and  ashpits  filthy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Privies  deficient  (wood)  and  in  a  filthy  state  ...  ...  ...  3 

Privies  and  ashpits  abutting  dwellings  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cesspools  defective,  too  near  dwellings,  overflowing,  etc.  ...  32 
Movable  receptacles  dilapidated  and  deficient  ...  ...  2 

Dilapidated  basin  to  water  closet  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sink  waste  pipes  connected  with  drains  ...  ...  ...  5 

Deposits  of  ashpit  and  other  refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Premises  in  a  foul  state...-  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Deficient  foul  air  shafts  to  soil  pipes  from  W.C.’s  .  5 

Defective  bell  trap  ...  ...  ••  •••  •••  ...  1 

Gully  trap  in  the  interior  of  washhouse  .  1 

Defective  W.C.’s  (old  pan)  . 2 

Insufficient  water  supply  to  W.C.  ...  .  ...  1 

Roofs,  walls,  and  spouts  of  dwellings  dilapidated  .  8 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  1 

Premises  occupied  without  drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Pigs  kept  so  as  to  be  a  nuisance  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Animals  kept  in  contravention  of  section  12  of  Bye-laws  ...  1 

Ditches  or  watercourses  in  a  filthy  state  ...  ...  ...  4 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...228 


Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878. 

WATER.— Certificates  have  been  granted  in  respect  of  the 
following  new  houses,  the  supplies  being  from  the  South- 
port  Company  ...  ...  •••  •••  ...16 
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Bakehouses 


These  premises  have  been  kept  in  a  satisfactory  state,  and  in 
accordance  with  the  Regulations  of  the  Act  during  the  year. 

Registered  Slaughter-houses .  2 


One  of  the  said  premises  having  been  erected  and  registered 
during  the  year.  Each  of  the  said  premises  have  been  found 
satisfactorily  clean  at  the  time  of  visits. 

Registered  Common  Lodging-houses  .  1 


The  said  premises  have  been  kept  in  a  cleanly  state,  and  in 
conformity  with  the  Act,  and  free  from  infectious  diseases. 

Unregistered  Common  Lodging-houses .  4 


Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  against  the  persons  keeping 
such  houses.  The  Bench  inflicted  a  fine  in  each  case  as  follows, 
viz.  : — 10s,  Is.,  and  20s.,  with  costs,  and  in  the  other  case  10s. 

V  ♦  V 

including  costs. 

Application  for  Registration  .  2 

In  each  case  the  applicant  was  supplied  with  the  necessary 
forms  required  for  such  registration,  such  forms  not  being 
returned  registration  was  not  granted. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order,  1885. 

Application  for  Transfer  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

The  dairy  •  not  being  satisfactory  at  the  time  of  visit,  I  gave 
instruction  for  the  completion  of  the  work,  after  which  the 
registration  was  granted. 

Application  for  Registration  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

These  premises  were  found  satisfactory,  and  the  Southport 
Company’s  Water  thereon  at  the  time  of  examination,  therefore 

registration  was  granted. 

D 
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Order  for  Legal  Proceedings  for  Contravention  of 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  and  Notices  Served..  5 

In  four  cases  out  of  the  said  number  proceedings  were  not 
necessary,  but  in  the  fifth  case,  as  the  owner  did  not  comply, 
proceedings  were  taken  for  non-compliance  with  notice.  The 
Bench  made  an  order  to  abate  within  a  month,  costs  being 
allowed. 

Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...132 


Water  Supplies. — The  total  number  of  supplies  in  this  town¬ 
ship  in  my  last  report  was  1,006,  which  included  227  supplies 
in  the  hamlet  of  Ainsdale ;  and  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
the  increase  of  supplies  during  the  year,  it  is  necessary  to 
deduct  the  Ainsdale  supplies  from  those  of  Formby,  leaving 
the  total  number  779,  the  number  of  supplies  being,  on  the 
25th  of  December,  812,  exclusive  of  Ainsdale,  showing  an 
increase  on  the  year  of  33.  It  has  again  been  necessary  for 
the  Company  to  extend  their  main  for  the  purpose  of  supply¬ 
ing  under  the  Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878,  181  yards 
in  length. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  HALSALL 
Nuisances. 

Poofs  and  spouts  of  dwellings  dilapidated 
Insufficient  ventilation  and  light  to  dwellings 
Privies  dilapidated,  abutting,  insufficient  ventilation,  and  filthy 
Ashpit  deficient  and  filthy 
Want  of  ashpits  to  privies 
Want  of  drains  for  house  refuse 
Drains  deficient  for  house  refuse 
Open  cesspool  in  a  filthy  state  . . . 

Trap  and  drain  in  washhouse  . . . 

Pigs  kept  so  as  to  be  a  nuisance 
Urinal  defective  and  filthy 
Ditches  or  watercourses  in  a  filthy  state 

Total  ... 


3 

4 

i 

1 

5 
3 
3 
1 
1 
3 
1 
3 

35 
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Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order,  1885. 

Premises  unsatisfactory  and  in  contravention...  ...  ...  2 

The  defects  were  as  follows,  viz.  : — Ventilation,  drainage,  and 
light  deficient,  and  want  of  limewashing  ;  middensteads  also 
defective. 

Application  for  Registration  .  1 

These  premises  were  found  satisfactory,  and  supplied  with  the 
Southport  Company’s  water.  Registration  was  therefore 
granted. 

Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Public  Water  Supplies. — The  number  of  supplies  in  this 
township  from  the  Company’s  water,  on  the  25th  December, 
was  84,  being  an  increase  of  one  on  the  year. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  HESKETH-WITH-BECCONSALL. 


Nuisances. 


Roof  of  dwelling  dilapidated  ... 

Privies  dilapidated,  abutting,  and  filthy 

Ashpits  and  privies  deficient  and  filthy 

Want  of  drains  for  house  refuse 

Want  of  privy  accommodation  and  ashpits  to  privies 

Sink  waste  pipe  connected  with  drain... 

Drain  untrapped 
Premises  filthy  ... 

Accumulation  and  deposit  of  manure  ... 

Pigs  kept  so  as  to  be  a  nuisance 

Ditches  or  watercourses  filthy  ...  ...  ...  « 


...  1 
6 

...  4 

6 

...  7 
...  1 
...  1 
...  3 

...  1 
...  1 
...  4 


Total 


•  •  • 


•  • « 


35 
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Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878. 


Application  for  Water  Certificates  ...  '  ...  ;..  2 

Certificate  was  granted  in  one  case,  the  supply  being  from  a 
rainwater  cistern,  constructed  of  brick  and  cement,  below  the 
surface,  containing  over  1,000  gallons.  In  the  other  case,  as 
the  owner  was  unable  to  obtain  a  satisfactory  supply,  permission 
was  granted  to  occupy  temporarily  until  a  public  supply  was 
provided. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order,  1885. 
Premises  Unsatisfactory .  1 

-  The  defects  were  deficient  drainage  and  want  of  lime-washing. 

Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

*  * 

Water — -One  farm  receives  its  supply  from  the  Southport  Com¬ 
pany  by  a  special  branch  connected  with  the  Company’s 
main  in  the  adjoining  township. 

Public  Water  Supply. — As  this  township  is  connected  with 
the  township  of  Tarleton  in  the  scheme  for  a  public  supply, 
the  details  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  last  named 
township. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  LYDIATE. 

Nuisances. 


Want  of  water  for  domestic  use 

Privies  dilapidated  and  filthy  ... 

Ashpits  deficient  and  in  a  foul  state  ... 

Want  of  drains  for  house  refuse 

Want  of  privy  accommodation 

Roofs  of  dwellings  dilapidated,  and  dampness 

Drain  deficient  and  untrapped  ... 

»  » 

Midden  in  a  foul  state  ... 


l; 

T 


o 


7 

3 


o 


8 

5 


Total 


35 


53 


Bakehouses  . 1 

On  visiting  these  premises  I  have  found  them  in  a  satisfactory 
state 

Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 


Water  Supplies. — In  this  township  there  were  72  supplies  of 
the  Company’s  Water  on  the  25th  December,  being  an 
increase  of  5.  The  Company  have  laid  a  special  extension 
of  main  for  fire  supply  516  yards  in  length. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  MAGHULL. 


Nuisances. 

Want  of  drains  for  house  refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Roof  of  dwelling  dilapidated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dwellings  in  a  damp  state  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Privy  dilapidated  and  filthy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ashpits  deficient  and  in  a  filthy  state...  ..  ...  ...  4 

Want  of  trap  to  drain  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cesspool  in  a  filthy  state,  and  surroundings  filthy  ...  ...  1 


Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878. 

Water. — Certificate  has  been  granted  in  respect  of  one  new 
house,  Southport  Company’s  Water. 

Bakehouse  "  . . .  ‘  . 1 


Premises  found  satisfactory  at  the  time  of  visit. 

Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  6 

Water  Supplies. — Water  for  domestic  use  in  this  township 
~  from  the  Company’s  service  numbered  150  on  25th 
December,  an  increase  of  3  on  the  year.  There  has  been 
an  extension  of  main  laid  by  the  Company  for  further 
supplies  1,200  yards  in  length. 
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TOWNSHIP  OF  MELLINGr. 

Nuisances. 


Privies  dilapidated,  roofs  and  heelstones,  and  want  of 


ventilation  ... 

•••  •••  ••• 

...  12 

Ashpits  deficient  and  filthy 

•  ••  •••  •  *  • 

6 

Yards  dilapidated,  causing  the  same 

to  be  filthy 

Is 

6 

Drain  stoppage  ... 

•  t  •  •  •  •  *  •  • 

Total  ... 

...  3 

...  27 

Notices  served  ... 

•  ••  »  •  •  •  •  • 

...  2 

Water. — At  the  boundary  of  the  township  one  dwelling  receives 
a  supply  from  the  Liverpool  Corporation. 


Public  Water  Supply. — Nothing  definite  has  yet  been  done 
with  respect  to  providing  the  township  with  a  wholesome 
supply  of  water. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  NORTH  MEOLS. 


Nuisances. 


Roofs  of  dwellings  dilapidated ... 

Defective  walls  of  dwellings  causing  dampness 
Privy  dilapidated  and  filthy 

Want  of  drains  for  house  refuse 

Ashpit  and  privy  dilapidated  and  in  a  foul  state 

Dwelling  unfit  for  human  habitation  ... 


2 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Total 


•  •  • 


10 


Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878. 


Water. — Certificates  have  been  granted  in  respect  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  new  houses,  the  supplies  being  as  follows,  viz.  : — 

Rainwater  supply  . 2 


Notices  served  ... 


7 


Public  Water  Supplies.— The  number  of  water  supplies  on 
Pecember  25th  was  321,  a  decrease  of  5, 
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TOWNSHIP  OF  RUFFORD. 

Nuisances. 

Koof  of  dwelling  dilapidated  .  .  ...  1 

Premises  filthy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Drain  deficient  and  want  of  trap  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Ashpit  deficient  and  in  a  foul  state  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Want  of  drain  for  house  refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Privy  dilapidated,  surroundings  filthy ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Want  of  ashpit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Drain  stoppage  and  cesspool  overflowing  ...  ...  ...  1 

Want  of  privy  accommodation...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ditch  or  watercourse  in  a  filthy  state  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total . 12 

Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

TOWNSHIP  OF  SCARISBRICK. 

Nuisances. 

Want  of  water  for  domestic  use  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Privies  dilapidated  and  deficient  and  filthy  ...  ...  ...  3 

Want  of  ashpit,  surroundings  filthy  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Drain  deficient  and  foul  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ashpit  deficient  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cesspool  defective  and  too  near  dwelling  ...  ...  ...  1 

Want  of  drains  for  house  refuse  ...  ..  ...  ...  2 

Want  of  urinal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pigs  kept  so  as  to  be  a  nuisance  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total . 36 

Bakehouse  .  1 

These  premises  have  been  kept  clean  and  in  conformity  with 

the  regulations  of  the  Act, 
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Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order,  1885. 

Premises  in  contravention  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Shippon  in  want  of  light  and  further  ventilation. 

j 

Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 


Public  Water  Supplies. — The  number  of  water  supplies  on 
the  25th  of  December  was  168,  from  the  Company’s  Water, 
being  an  increase  of  27.  Extension  of  main  has  also  been 
laid  in  one  part  of  this  township  for  additional  supplies  383 
yards  in  length,  and  for  a  better  supply  in  another  part  317 
yards,  total  700  yards. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  SIMONSWOOD. 


Nuisances. 


Want  of  water  for  domestic  purposes... 
Dwelling  dilapidated 

Privy  dilapidated  and  ashpit  deficient  and  filthy 
Premises  in  a  filthy  state 

Total  ...  ... 


9 

1 

1 

1 


Notices  served  ... 


•  •  • 


4 


Public  Water  Supplies. — For  the  purpose  of  providing  the 
above-named  supplies,  seven  farms  and  two  cottages,  it  has 
been  necessary  to  lay  an  extension  of  main  3,114  yards  in 
length.  The  total  number  of  supplies  from  the  St.  Helens 
Corporation  on  the  25th  day  of  December  was  33,  an 
increase  of  9, 


TOWNSHIP  OF  TARLETON. 

Nuisances. 

Dwelling-house  dilapidated,  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  1 

Roofs  of  dwellings  dilapidated...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Want  of  drains  for  house  refuse,  and  deficient  drainage  ...  19 
Want  of  ashpits  and  deficient  ashpits  in  a  filthy  state  ...  14 

Privies  dilapidated,  deficient  (wood),  and  filthy  ...  ...  12 

Drain  untrapped  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cesspool  overflowing,  and  cesspool  too  near  dwelling  ...  2 

Premises  in  a  filthy  state  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Middens  filthy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Ditches  or  watercourses  filthy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 


Total  ...  ...  ...  .:.  64 

Bakehouse  . l 


Premises  kept  in  a  clean  state  through  the  year. 

Registered  Common  Lodging-houses  ...  . .  3 


These  premises  have  been  kept  in  a  cleanly  state,  and  free 
from  infectious  disease  during  the  year. 

Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Public  Water  Supply. — As  I  stated  in  my  last  report,  that  I 
had  on  many  occasions  reported  the  great  difficulty  of  obtain¬ 
ing  a  wholesome  supply  of  water  for  domestic  purposes,  the 
distances  and  the  sources  from  which  such  supplies  were 
obtained,  also  that  it  had  been  found  necessary  to  provide  a 
public  supply,  and  that  a  scheme  was  then  under  considera¬ 
tion  to  receive  such  supply  from  the  Preston  Rural  District 
Council,  it  was  considered  that  a  house  to  house  visit 
should  be  made,  so  as  to  ascertain  the  present  supplies,  and 
to  test  the  feelings  of  the  inhabitants  residing  along  the  line 
of  route  as  shown  on  plan  of  such  water  scheme.  I  there¬ 
fore  visited  345  dwellings  at  the  end  of  March  and  the 
beginning  of  April,  and  found  a  majority  in  favour  of  a 
water  supply  being  provided  for  the  township. 


The  result  of  the  inquiry  was  as  follows,  viz. : — 


Inmates  away  from  home  at  the  time  of  visit 
Premises  vacated 
Persons  neutral 

In  favour  of  a  water  supply  ... 

Against 


174 

44 


} 


..  218 


56 

4 


67 


Majority 


130 


345 


Analyses  of  Water. — For  the  purpose  of  testing  the  quality  of 
the  supplies  chiefly  used  by  the  inhabitants,  I  obtained  17 
samples  of  water  in  company  with  you,  the  results  of  which 
and  those  obtained  by  yourself  will  appear  in  your  report 

Public  Supply. — In  connection  with  the  water  scheme,  I  have 
attended  Parish  Council  Meetings,  also  a  Township  Meeting, 
for  the  purpose  of  affording  information  as  to  the  need  of  a 
public  supply. 

Local  Government  Board  Inquiry.  —  I  also  attended  the 
Inquiry,  held  on  the  19th  day  of  December,  by  Bienzi 
Walton,  Esq ,  the  result  of  which  has  not  yet  been  received 
from  the  Local  Government  Board.  However,  I  now  look 
forward  to  the  time  being  very  near  when  the  Council  will 
be  in  a  position  to  proceed  with  the  work  necessary  to 
furnish  a  wholesome  and  plentiful  supply  of  water. 
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I  now  give  in  Table  Form  the  total  number  of  Matters  dealt 
with  in  each  Township  as  stated  in  the  foregoing  part  of  my 
Keport. 


Townships. 

Number  of  matters 
dealt  with. 

j  Smoke  Observations.  | 

Water  Certificates 
granted. 

Housing  of  the  W  ork- 
ing  Classes  Act. 

Registered  Common 
Lodging  Houses. 

Unregistered  Common 
Lodging  Houses. 

Application  for 

Registration. 

Bakehouses. 

Registered 

Slaughter-houses. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  & 

Milkshops  Order. 

Legal  Proceedings. 

Special  Reports. 

Special  Notices. 

Number  of  Notices 

served.  1 

Totals. 

Ainsdale .  . 

57 

6 

6 

•  •  » 

•  .  « 

•  «  « 

... 

1 

•  *  • 

•  »  • 

1 

1 

24 

96 

Altcar .  . 

Nil 

Agghton . 

157 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

93 

257 

33 

Bickerstaffe . 

27 

.  .  • 

•  •  • 

•  , 

2 

.  •  • 

,  , 

4 

Bispham  ..; . 

11 

1 

8 

20 

Downhollanb  ..  . 

3 

2 

5 

Formby  .  ..  . 

228 

16 

1 

4 

2 

7 

2 

2 

5 

132 

8 

399 

46 

Hals  all  . 

35 

3 

HeSKETH  -  WITH  -  i 
Becconsall  J 

35 

... 

1 

... 

•  • 

• 

■* 

... 

1 

1 

... 

15 

53 

Lyihate  . 

35 

... 

... 

•• 

... 

1 

... 

... 

. 

18 

54 

Maghull . 

12 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

6 

20 

M ELLIN G  . 

27 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

•  .  . 

2 

29 

North  Meols  . 

10 

2 

i 

5 

19 

17 

Rufford . . 

12 

. 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

.  #  • 

•  •  • 

*  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  * 

'  *  * 

... 

•  4  4 

SCARISBRICK  . 

36 

1 

1 

15 

4 

53 

SlMONSWOOD  . 

12 

.  .  . 

•  •  . 

.  . 

j 

•  •  • 

,  , 

»  •  • 

•  •  • 

16 

Tarleton  . 

6* 

3 

1 

1 

34 

103 

1 

1 

!  761 

6 

28 

2 

4 

4 

] 

2 

15 

3 

8 

5 

4 

1 

377 

1220 

I  beg  to  thank  you  for  your  kind  assistance  during  the 
year. — Yours  truly, 

JAMES  PEACH,  Sanitary  Inspector. 
H.  Peck,  Esq.,  D.P.H.,  M.O.H, 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  1895  ON  CANAL  BOATS. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Ormskirk  Rural 

District  Council. 


.  ■  i 

January  80th,  1896 . 

Gentlemen, 

The  method  of  inspection  usually  adopted  by  the 
Inspector  is  to  board  the  boat  when  on  a  voyage,  when  the 
occupants  are  unprepared  for  his  visit,  but  he  also  inspects  boats 
which  he  finds  tied  up.  He  receives  no  separate  salary  for  the 
work. 

The  number  of  boats  inspected  during  the  year  was  seventy-two, 
and  the  condition  of  them  and  their  occupants,  taken  as  a  whole, 
was  very  satisfactory.  One  was  “  remarkably  good  '1  as  to  clean¬ 
liness,  fifty-two  were  “very  good,”  seven  were  “good,”  four  were 
“very  fair,”  five  were  “fair,”  one  was  “bad,”  and  two  were 
“foul.”  The  condition  of  the  boats  as  to  repairs  was  “very  good” 
in  thirty-one  cases,  “good”  in  thirty-five,  “not  good”  in  one, 
“  fair  ”  in  two,  “  not  good  ”  in  two,  and  “  dilapidated  ”  in  one. 

There  was  no  infringement  of  the  Acts  and  Regulations  with 
regard  to  Overcrowding,  Separation  of  the  Sexes,  Painting,  Provision 
of  Water  Cask,  Removal  of  Bilge  Water ,  Notification  of  Infectious 
Disease,  or  Admittance  of  the  Inspector. 

On  January  21st,  the  “  Rose,”  of  Liverpool,  owned  by  Messrs. 
Parke  and  Boyd,  was  found  to  have  her  cabin  flooded,  and  to  be 
without  a  registration  number  and  without  certificate.  Mr.  Peach 
wrote  to  her  owners,  drawing  their  attention  to  the  contraventions 
of  the  Acts. 

On  the  same  day,  the  “Liver,”  610,  of  Liverpool,  belonging  to 
the  same  firm,  was  found  to  have  changed  her  master  without 
notification  having  been  made , 
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On  May  14th,  the  “Rose,”  of  Liverpool,  owned  by  the  same 
firm,  was  found  to  have  her  cabin  in  a  foul  state ,  and  to  be  without 
a  registration  number  and  certificate.  Mr.  Peach  wrote  to  the 
owners,  drawing  their  attention  to  these  contraventions  of  the 
Acts,  and  to  his  letter  of  January  21st. 

On  July  30th,  the  “Willie,”  695,  of  Liverpool,  owned  by 
Messrs.  Parke  and  Son,  was  found  to  have  a  defective  bulkhead , 
and  Mr.  Peach  wrote  to  the  owners  o:i  the  subject. 

On  September  28th,  the  “Rose,”  of  Liverpool,  owned  by  Messrs. 
Parke  and  Boyd,  was  found  to  be  without  registration  number  and 
certificate.  ,  r 

On  October  19th,  the  “Elizabeth,”  757,  of  Liverpool,  owned 
by  Messrs.  Richard  Francis  and  Co.,  was  without  certificate.  The 
Inspector  wrote  to  the  owners,  and  the  certificate  was  forwarded 
by  return  of  post. 

On  the  same  day,  the  “Polly,”  owned  by  Messrs.  Parke  and 
Boyd,  had  her  cabin  in  a  foul  state.  The  cargo  consisted  of 
“  sweepings,”  but  she  had  only  one  bulkhead,  and  liquid  filth  was 
running  under  the  door  on  to  the  floor  of  the  cabin.  She  had  no 
registration  number  and  was  without  certificate.  Mr.  Peach  wrote  to 
the  owners  complaining  of  these  contraventions  of  the  Acts. 


On  November  6th,  the  “Minerva,”  103,  of  Wigan,  owned  by 
the  Wigan  Coal  and  Iron  Company,  was  found  to  be  leaking.  The 
Inspector  informed  the  owners  of  this,  and  they  promised  to 
repair  her  as  soon  as  possible. 

On  the  same  day,  the  “Sarah,”  of  Liverpool,  owned  by  Messrs. 
Parke  and  Boyd,  was  found  to  be  without  registration  number  and 
without  certificate.  Mr.  Peach  wrote  to  the  owners,  threatening 
them  with  legal  proceedings  in  case  of  non-compliance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Acts. 
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On  January  10th,  the  “  Joe,”  of  Liverpool,  owned  by  Messrs. 
Parke  and  Boyd,  was  found  without  registration  and  certificate . 
Mr.  Peach  again  threatened  the  owners  with  legal  proceedings 
unless  the  boat  was  registered  and  a  certificate  obtained. 


No  legal  proceedings  were  taken  in  the  year.  No  cases  of 
infectious  disease  were  discovered,  and  it  was  not  found  necessary 
to  detain  any  boats  for  cleansing  and  disinfection. 


In  conclusion,  we  beg  to  inform  you  that,  on  the  occasion  of 
his  last  visit,  Mr.  Brydone,  Her  Majesty’s  Chief  Inspector  of 
Canal  Boats,  recommended  that  in  future  the  owners  of  un¬ 
registered  boats,  or  of  boats  without  certificate,  should  not  be 
merely  written  to,  but  prosecuted.  We  respectfully  submit  this 
recommendation  to  your  notice. 

We  are,  G-entlemen, 

Your  obedient  servants 

HERBERT  PECK, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

JAMES  PEACH, 

Inspector  of  Canal  Boats. 


. 
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